ENG 2883 American Literature since 1865
Instructions for Working Bibliography

Project and Purpose

Project is a working bibliography of secondary sources appropriate for the
student’s research paper assignment.
The purposes of this assignment are to
e  Give the student the opportunity to learn to search the MLA
International Bibliography
e Begin the student’s research process for his/her major project in the
class, the research paper.
e  Practice writing MLA citations for secondary sources
e |dentify appropriate, academic sources

Requirements

e Working Bibliography of 10 appropriate, academic secondary
sources.

e Sources must address a work, or works, covered in our course. They
must be from our Course Outline.

e The bibliography will be formatted following MLA guidelines. An
example of what the bibliography’s formatting looks like is included
in the Course Information module under Content.

e Each entry will be an MLA citation of the source. The 10 citations
will be organized alphabetically by the author’s last name in
accordance with MLA guidelines. Each entry will be formatted with
a hanging indention. Entries are NOT numbered.

e The bibliography must be submitted by the due date and time [see
Course Outline for specific date]. Late submissions will lose 10
points of the score.

Topic

Choose a work or works listed on our Course Outline to be the basis of your
research projects for the course. These include the Working Bibliography
and the Research Paper. [Note: Topics must not be one used for either one
of the Analytic Essay assignments.] You should choose one work, or if you
wish to do a comparison study, two, but not more than three of our assigned
works.

Choose secondary sources that directly address the work or works that are
the focus for your research. Make sure you understand the distinction
between “primary” and “secondary” sources. There will be a postin our
course Q and A discussion board that explains this.

Research

The bibliography will consist of 10 authoritative, secondary sources. Sources
must come from academic, literary journal articles or chapters of scholarly
books. Do not include headnotes or prefaces for anthologies [including our
required textbook] or other collections of literature. Do not use internet
sites for your sources—you may use data bases that are on the web, but
they must be academic. For example, it is essential that you search the MLA
International Bibliography to find appropriate sources for your topic. You
can do this through the link to the UCO library on the UCO homepage.

Also, you must use both literary journal articles and chapters from scholarly
books. You cannot use only one type of source or the other.

For chapters of books, be sure to indicate the chapter in the citation. [This
also applies to the Works Cited page in your Research Paper]. Without
indication of the chapter, you are saying that you read and used the whole
book.




Submission

Please submit assighnment to the appropriate link in “Dropbox” located under
Assessments in our D2L site. The Working Bibliography must be submitted by
the due date and time [see Course Outline]. Late submission will result in a
10 point penalty.

Submission must be a Word document, .docx, or a .pdf file. Do not submit
.rtf or other formats—they cannot be opened to be graded.

DO NOT COPY THE WORKING BIB AND PASTE IT INTO THE COMMENT BOX.
DO NOT SUBMIT ASSIGNMENT TO PROFESSOR’S EMAIL.

Evaluation

Bibliographies will be evaluated according to a rubric that represents
the requirements of the assignment, the quality of the research, and
the accuracy of the documentation. The rubric’s criteria are as
follows:

Criteria for this assignment will include:

e Meets requirements of the assignment:
Bibliography consists of 10 appropriate and
academic secondary sources. All sources are from
chapters of scholarly books and academic journal
articles. Bibliography submitted by due date and
time. 20% of score.

e Comprehensive research of topic with
authoritative, academic sources. The student’s
research is academic and appropriate to the
literary topic of the student’s research paper. All
sources come from academic journals or chapters
of scholarly books that address the topic, and they
are a blend of these two types of sources. The
sources are not all from books or all from articles.
50% of the score.

e Documentation: Bibliography follows MLA
guidelines for formatting and documentation. 30%
of the score.

¢ Note: no credit is given for the bibliography if the student
does not provide sources that directly address the
assigned text[s] from our Course Outline.

e Note: no credit is given for the bibliography if the student
addresses a topic s/he used in either one of the Analytic
Essay assignments.

o Note: None of the criteria will receive full credit if
bibliography is underdeveloped or includes substandard
sources. For example, if bibliography consists of fewer
than 10 appropriate sources, full credit will not be given
for any criteria




