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Outline: Special Issues with Juvenile Offenders
Thesis statement: the motive behind juveniles’ involvement in criminal activities and lack of maturity means that they are not supposed to be treated in a similar manner as adults, an aspect that calls for the criminal justice systems to come up with reforms that will ensure the special interests of juvenile offenders are well taken care of. 
I. Developmental science of adolescence shows that juveniles differ from adults
A. Juveniles commit crime for special reasons such as influence of peer pressure.
B. Juvenile offending is usually heterogeneous 
II. Influences on teenage criminal activity tend to be developmental in nature
A. Most adolescents outgrow their criminal behavior
B. The criminal justice system should not interfere with the maturity of adolescents
III. Various reforms are needed in the criminal justice system to enable it take care of juveniles’ special interests
A. Use of well-designed community-based programs
B. Abandonment of criminal conviction of young offenders 
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