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Significance of the study

Over the years, the marriage institution has been crippled with divorce thus the reason behind the reluctance to get married. The study aims at identifying the different causes propagating divorce rate within the society. As such, various approaches can be enhanced to down surge the rate. Divorce affects both the couple the children within respective families. The study signifies marriage as an important aspect of the society thus aims at bringing a halt to the escalating menace. The identification of the various causative factors will prove useful to the community and organizations fighting against divorce amongst married couples. In contrast, the study will be useful to other researchers or individuals within the society who aim at getting married based on the fact that the factors leading to divorce will be addressed. Despite this, the study will be useful to recently married couples as it will help them identify reasons behind the increased divorce rates thus mitigate to save their respective marriages. 

Literature review

Key factors contribute to the increased rate of divorce over the past 150 years (Betsay, 2007). Despite the rise of divorce cases over the last 15 decades, the rates have been on the decline in the past quarter of the century. However, such trends can be linked to the down surge of marriage rates whereby the importance of marriage at different points in life have often changed (Betsay, 2007). According to Betsay, the rising rate of divorce has often been followed by high remarriage rates with a combination of a decline in the age gap amongst the couples. On the other hand, cohabitation has been an important aspect in the marriage market as it has emerged as the step on the path to marriage. Some of the main drives behind these changes can be ascertained to be changes within the wage structure, changes in home technologies, the rise in the use of the birth control pill, increased rate of women protecting their fertility and the emergence of the internet (Betsay, 2007).  The sociological perspective offers a compelling platform as it enhances the capability to understand personal lives of students and how sociologists explain and understand families (Newman, 2008). Newman, 2008 examines the sociological knowledge within families providing meaningful debates that aim at ascertaining the driving factors of divorce. 

Understanding how families relate to each other enhances the capability to understand the reason behind the increased rate of marriage divorce and falling rates of marriage over the years. The sociological perspective by Newman is applicable at aim individuals level based on their respective family experiences. Understanding the sociological perspective within families widens the scope on identifying the various approaches that can be implemented to foster marriage in the current society (Newman, 2008). In the American life, marriage maintains the central role. However, over the years the divorce rates have been rising. Despite this, the failing of marriage has seen decreased numbers of individuals ready to take their positions at the family level. On the other hand, out of wedlock fertility has been on the rise with the subsequent decline of the shotgun marriages (Stevenson & Wolfers). According to Wolfers and Stevenson, addressing the key factors behind divorce can enhance bring a halt to the escalating menace. However, according to Ambert, not all marriages end up in divorces. People are often misled by the media which is their main source of information thus stating that divorce rates are high. As such the peak time statistic is stuck within or imagination and the media. Despite this, simplistic ways are often used to ascertain the divorce rates in the society (Ambert, 2009). For instance, one commonly used measure is dividing the number of divorces annually with the number of marriages. However, the past decade has experienced a decrease in marriage rates, as such the proportion of divorce will be high despite the fact that they have remained the same (Ambert, 2009). 

Assumptions

 
According to the study, it is assumed that the recent decline in marriage rates has minimal effect on the proportion of divorce rates thus the reason behind its rise. Despite this, it is also assumed that increase in divorce rates have a significant effect on the overall community morality. On the other hand, some consequences have been attributed to be on the rise due to the increased divorce rates. 

Scope and limitations

Over the years, the marriage institution has been crippled with divorce thus the reason behind the reluctance to get married. Divorce is a complex phenomenon with the inclusion of some interlocking factors that revolves around cultural, legal and social contexts. Thus, a clear identification of the scope and the factors driving the recent increase in divorce rates is highly challenging. Despite this, different marriage institutions are often crippled by varying factors thus unifying the causation factors prove to be some generalizations. Despite this, the information provided by couples regarding the divorce is somehow limiting. Often, couples provide a glimpse of the factors that drive toward their separation, as such some information in the study will be based on assumptions. 
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