SELF REFLECTION ESSAY

· Assess your own writing progress and recognize areas for improvement;
· Develop logical and coherent college-level essay structure in a self-reflection essay;

· Self Reflection should demonstrate learning, awareness of writing process and objectives of the course, awareness of student's own strengths and weakness
Here are some of the feedback I received from some my writings for this course:
Very, very nice use of a summative statement for your opening.

I was impressed by the level of analysis in your work here.

Introductory adverbial clauses must be followed by commas. They are introducing a thought but not a part of the main section of a sentence. Learn how to avoid this problem in the rest of your work for this class.

Please use this class as your opportunity to learn how to write like a scholar – and try to present your thoughts as third-person observations!

While the reader response instructions do ask students to express their observations and opinions on what they read, please use this class as your chance to learn how to do that without using personal pronouns. It’s easy to write “I” statements. It’s lots harder to write your observations out in the third person and justify them. But this is exactly what I am asking you to push yourself to do.

This class is supposed to be preparing everyone to write research-based papers in a more formal, scholarly style for their upper-level courses — a style that requires the use of third person (he, she, her, him, they, their) so that the writer puts distance between himself/herself and his/her arguments. You cannot be dispassionate in the first person (I, me, us, our).

This doesn’t mean there’s no place in a narrative essay for personal pronoun. However, I want to see students making claims and editorializing in the manner of an academic, so limit the use of “I” to no more than one or two short personal anecdotes in support of a few points that you have made in the third-person narration of your essay.

Also, I believe your tense layering is incorrect. "Came" is a past tense verb, so the rest of the sentence needs to relate to that verb's point in time.
Follow the rules for MLA-style signal phrases and citations described in your textbooks. You must never dump a quote into your narrative without introducing it with a signal phrase. The textbook will provide you with more details. This kind of quote dumping is a form of plagiarismWhen you proofread, make sure you’re editing for consistency of style and usage. In this case, sometimes you capitalize, sometimes you didn’t. 

MLA requires us to use the series (Oxford) comma – and it makes sense, especially in a complicated listing of items such as this one!

Be careful with your punctuation. This is a proper noun and should be capitalized.

Never  use in-text citations without also using end-of-text references for them, which provide all the publication information on the citations. What you have done here is a form of plagiarism.

Monitor your writing for imprecise subject + verb relationships
Keep working to get the structure of your sentences into subject + verb + object order.

You’ll want to work on eliminating redundancy at the word level

Work on eliminating vague comments.

Directly quoted material must be accompanied by a page or paragraph number to tell readers where they can find the material in the source document.

Please review the sentence structure rules in your reading material to get a better idea of what a run-on sentence is and how to defeat them in your writing.
I believe I improved on most of these. Issues that I am still working on includes:-

Constructing a working thesis statement, using Punctuations correctly e.g comma splices is still a work in progress. Third person writing style is still a problem and I still have difficulties with Run-On statements.
The objectives for this course are:
Unit 1 Objectives:
In this unit we will examine:
· the theme of the shaping of identity;
 
· the rhetorical mode of narration;
 
· developing an effective thesis;
 
· using transitions and transitional writing techniques to achieve coherence and clarity in writing;
 
· writing in complete sentences, avoiding sentence fragments, comma splices and fused sentences;
 
· using narration to develop a personal essay.
At the end of this unit you will be able to:

· identify characteristics of a narrative;
 
· analyze a narrative text;

· use the writing process to develop an essay;

· develop an effective thesis;
 
· use a thesis, either clearly stated or implied, as the organizing principle for writing essays;
 
· use transitions correctly;
 
· write a personal narrative essay;
 
· demonstrate the recursive writing process (prewriting, outlining, drafting, revising, and editing);
 
· recognize and correct errors in sentence structure and punctuation of compound sentences.
 

Unit 2 Objectives

In this unit, we will examine:
· using the comparison and contrast mode as a pattern of development;
 
· using the Writing Process in organizing your ideas;
 
· developing an effective thesis;
 
· writing an effective introduction and conclusion;
 
· identifying and using correct sentence structure in writing.
 

At the end of this unit you will be able to:
 
identify the characteristics of a comparison contrast essay;
 
· use the writing process to develop a comparison contrast essay;
 
· develop an effective thesis statement;
 
· generate an idea that allows an essay and each of its paragraphs to be unified;
 
· use an outline to organize an essay;
 

· analyze introduction and conclusion strategies;
 

· craft an introduction and conclusion;
 

· read and analyze comparison contrast essays;
 

· develop logical and coherent college-level essay structure;
 

· use rhetorical strategies, based on audience and purpose, to develop an academic essay with a balanced expository exploration of a topic;
 

· demonstrate an understanding of sentence structure, run-ons and fused sentences, and sentence fragments.

Unit 3 Objectives
In this unit we will examine:
· the theme of relations in business and economics;
 
· the rhetorical mode of cause and effect;
 
· using documentation in a paper;
 
· using pronouns and parallelism correctly;
 
· punctuation of in-text citations/quotations.
 
At the end of this unit you will be able to:
 
· identify characteristics of cause and effect;
 
· write a cause and effect essay that analyzes a cause and effect relationship;
 
· incorporate sources to support a writing topic;
 
· use citations to support/develop ideas;
 
write an effective cause and effect thesis;
 
· identify and correct errors in pronoun usage and parallelism;
 
· use and cite quotes and paraphrases;
 

· recognize and avoid plagiarism.
 

Unit 4 Objectives and Goals
On completion of this unit, you will be able to


· apply all stages of the writing process (prewriting, organizing, drafting, revising, proofreading and editing, and formatting);

· generate your own ideas about diversity and community from personal observations and critical thought, and in relation to words and ideas of others;
 
· develop logical and coherent college-level essay structure;
 
· use a combination of methods, based on audience and purpose, to develop an academic essay with a balanced exploration of diversity in a specific community;
 
· apply the writing process under a time constraint;
 
· demonstrate facility with standard punctuation and capitalization.
 

 


 
