Running head: BCE









          1

BCE






                                                           
3


BCE
Student’s Name

University Affiliation

Professor’s name

Date

The word Common Era can be identified as an alternative means of expressing the concept that is often denoted by the phrase Anno Domini commonly referred to as AD. Chronologically, AD is often used after a specific date to denote that it is at the time that it was believed Jesus Christ was born into the world. Anno Domini is a Latin notion that means ‘in the year of the Lord’ (Maxwell, 2011). On the other hand, BC is a counterpart to the Latin notion an abbreviation for before Christ to aid in showing reference to a time before the possible time of the birth of Jesus Christ. Correspondingly, Common Era is highly associated with its counterpart, before Common Era, often denoted as BCE that is significantly used as an alternative to BC. Numerically, both systems can be identified as being equivalent whereby 2016 CE stands to be the same as 2016 AD. However, the need for BCE and CE terms is based on the fact that that they are identified as neutral chronological terms that are not anchored solely to Christianity (Maxwell, 2011). The previously used expressions can be identified to bring about uncertainties to other world’s religious groups and belief systems. Thus, in contemporary usage, the idea to use BCE has been widely accepted, mainly for educational purposes, whereby the notion BCE has been adopted within a variety of learning institutions. Despite the fact that the BCE expression can be viewed as a trendy notion of recent activities, its origin can be dated back to the early 1600s. The expression Common Era can be identified to have been derived from the Latin notion, Vulgaris Aerae (Maxwell, 2011). 
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