1. Now that you have been introduced to quantitative and qualitative research, which type of research seems more appealing to you? Quantitative or qualitative? Why? I want you to give as many reasons and examples as you can. I do not want to see a 2 sentence response.
After going through a statistics class the term before, I find myself liking qualitative research so much more! With Qualitative Research, we are simply analyzing "data such as text data from interview transcripts," (Bhattacherjee, 2012). In reference to our project 1, this would have been qualitative data analysis (and perhaps quantitative as well?). We were looking at the answers our participants gave, trying to decide if there was a pattern of some sort. The main objective was to find out if political ads really do influence how or who we vote for. So we wrote up interview questions, collected the data, and later analyzed it to see if the question at hand was true or not.

For a previous UMUC class (ANTH 346), I wrote a research paper on New England accents. I wanted to know the history of the accent, how it started, the variations, and I also asked if the accent is slowly fading away. For this paper I interviewed family from the Concord, MASS area and read various articles some dating back to the 30's as well as various current sources. In the end after I found the answers to all of my questions I asked at the start, I looked at the research I read and the data I collected. I was going through the same process of qualitative data analysis as I was going through with our project 1.


2. You are asked to conduct an observational study on behalf of pedestrians at pedestrian crossings. Choose a busy street with a pedestrian crossing in your area. Observe and take notes of how pedestrians behave at this crossing for 30 minutes. Take notes and provide a report on pedestrian behavior for the class to see.
Since I also live on a military air base, this experiment was a little more challenging! But nonetheless, I observed different areas between 12.15pm and 12.50pm on a rainy German Saturday afternoon! The area of observation was the crossing in front of the base commissary and I also did some observing when I went inside. But for outside: I watched people with young children stop to look the at the driver, waiting to see if he or she would slow down and let them cross. I also saw single adults with 'baggers' crossing. And this is always interesting to see on a daily basis because it seems like the 'bagger' is always the one that is the most cautious. The person they are with is sometimes distracted by putting the receipt in their wallet or purse. As for the inside, the same sort of situations took place. If a person came up to where an aisle ends, they would 9 times out of 10 take a pause whilst looking both ways to make sure they wouldn't be run over by a push-cart.

By the end of this observational period, I noticed that the vast majority of people are very cautious and will look both ways when crossing and this also applies to the observations I made inside the commissary.

-On a side note, and this was more of an observation made over the past 15 months of living here...but there is a crossing just outside the main HQ building here that is probably the least safe place to cross! This is mostly because some of the people (not all but some) about to cross don't look and assume you will stop for them so they just randomly step out in the middle of road.

( Source: Bhattacherjee, A. (2012, N.A). Social Science Research: Principles, Methods, and Practices. Retrieved from http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=oa_textbooks )

Locations used: Ramstein AB Commissary crossing and aisles and the crossing just outside HQ.

