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XP UrHE RULING €GC1TY ! THE DASTERN EMPIRT
THEODOSIUS 11 TO ANASTASIUS,

T ROM

408-518

-

Q*AQJEBE three days of public mourning were
declared at Constantinople. The eastern emperor. Theodosius 11,
did little clse to help the western capital: bue his mimisters soon ook
good care to surround Constantinople with great walls. Throughout
the Middle Ages, the Theodosian Wall, which still towers above the
outskirts of modern Istanbul, summed up the impregnable pOsItion
of Constantinople as the surviving n.;u_S_ of the Roman empire.
It was not breached by an enemy unril 1453

Under Theodosius 11, Constantinople became “The Ruling City’
The emperors came to reside permanently in the Great Palace by :;.
Bosphorus, The ceremonies of the court became part of the rhvtlim
of the daily life of the city. The great issues of policy
heresy and orthodoxy, parsimony or afucnce — hammered out by
the emperor and his advisers in the great ‘Hall of Silence” (the <ilen-
fion) would spill over into the bazaars of the city: when the cmperor
appeared in his box in the Hippodrome, the supporters of the rival
racing-stables — the Circus-factions of ‘Greens” and *Blues
applaud or criticize his decisions in rhythmic shoutmg. The imhaly-
tants of Constantinople, cocksure and contentious, were frequently
reminded that politics was no game. Constantinople lav on the
Balkan side of the Straits of Marmara, only 270 miles away from the
storm-centres of the Danube cstuary. Nearly every generation, the
inhabitants of the city would watch, from their grear wall, the trail
of smoking villages left by barbarian war-bands. In the fitth and sixth
centuries, Constantinople combined the pride of a city-state and the
high morale of an outpost with the resources of a vast. Near Fastern
cmpire.

Yet at the begimning of this period, Constantinople was still very
much an ahen northern capital. As we have scen (on p. 112), the
deepese division in the socicty of the fourth century was berween
north and south, not between cast ane

peace and war,

would

st avinans o
e —————




rancan were all of them equally distant from the military court that
paced up and down the northem highroads. Theodostus 11 himself
came from a family of Latin generals: and in 438 he insnigated the
great Latin compilation of imperial faws known as the ‘Theodosian
Lody' .

As loag as the court maintained its connection with the mithitary,
Latini was 1ts spoken language. Even to a Greek, Latin had always
Wseen the language that expressed the majesty of the state - hke “law
Freneh’ in late medicval England, Latin was thes imposing jargon o
the admimstraon. This mb:: was learnt by the cast i
schools, ﬂrccm: it had no conncction with the hving ?sn:,,:n - we
have papyrt showing Egypuan boys doing passable translations of
Vergil, as we oursclves do in a modern school. The foundaton of
Constantinople had brought the majesty of the Roman state mto
the heart of the Greek world: buoe the Greeks who fearnt Latn in
increasing nunbers in the fourth and fifth centuries did not do so to
visit the old Rome in the West, but to enhance the grandeur of
Constantinople. their "New Rome’

Like the Egyptian obelisks in the Hippodrome and the Greek
classical statucs in public places, Latin survived quite naturaily
Constantinople as part of the grandilogquent fagade of 2 world cmpire.
The Latins themselves, however, stowly disappeared in the course
of the fifth century. In Constantinople, the whole tendeney, from
thie third century onwards, for the Roman empire to becone a mili-
tary autocracy was silently reversed. At the end of the fifth century,
the Roman army had been cclipsed as a political force by a cabal of
high administrators, palace officials and retired burcaucrats resident
in Constantinople. The two greatest emperors of the age, Anastasius
(491518} and Justinian {527-63), were both civilians of the new type:

L Anastastus had Deen'd palace official untn Ia i g SUHi-
iap, nephicw of a ot BalkaEns, had
bdconic ”roqo:nr y “crAlanized’. The heights of statecraft and cul-

08¢ (WO nnzﬂlﬂc ¢ men swm up the slowldy
governing class. In the course of

ture reaciice
matured achicvement of the cive
the Rfth century, the Roman empire had fouind i way to a now
wdentity, as the empire of Constantinople.

The scholar-gentry of the Greek towns had been the archirects
of this silent revolution. Lhey filled the ot ofices of the great
financial and Tegal ministrics. One such, John of Lydia, made onc

thousand gold picces in s first vear, under Anastasios . *and that was
honestly come by’ he added! He learnt Larin: hie wrote pocms i
praisc of his chicf of staffs he retired to write an ANFHUATIAN T ONO-
graph, Ou the Magisiracics of the Roman State. The tenacious conservan
:%3 of a classically educated gentleman which, in the western pro-
vinees, had been focused in vain ona mirage of Rama acterna, invested
the efficient framework of the eastern empire with a nee essary pating
of long traditions and quict pride. In Constantinoaple, seholardiip
and letters were an adjunct, not an alternative, to statecraft, Agita-
ton against an ::ﬁ@tzwﬁ. tax. for instance. made decisive use of a playv
on the EEnQ in the manner of Euripides™. Even the Platonic tradition
which, in the West had passed on only its otherworidly and myvstical
aspects, retained ﬁo:,ﬂmnunommn its concern with government.
ﬁ,o:nmon were hotly debated: in 399, a furure hishop ) . Synesiue of
Cyrene, could outline a policy of excluding the 7: sartas m his
speech On Kingship: in his Secret History of about ssn, Procopius of
Cacsaren could draw up, for a politicallv alert faction. 1 notarious
‘Black Book” of the reign of Justinian, These men continued from

18: master Thucvydides a tradition Qﬁﬁ.zﬂ:wr contanmorary histnry

arcerigave them ample Cﬁ?:‘:::? feor thes Privtus
of 12:2 u left a keenly observed deseription of his mission o the
court of Arila in Fungary; Procopius {died §02). a¢ seoretary 1o
Justhinan’s victorious Tc:nﬁi Behsarius, a deeply folr Tivery of the
Wars of his time, . |

The civilian governing class of the east [oman emprre Tearnt the
ares of survival in a hard school. The rise ofthe great nonyad cmpire of
Attila (434-53), whose power strezehcod from :c phains of Hongary

to Hothmd and Tt Caiaeasas, :jwrdg::“mn:,:: 111 Roman

g .

history. "This was the first ¢m ergende, T et L o

barbarian cmpire on a par with the ﬁ.o:di The fourth-century
Roman empire had stiil thought of twself as embracing the r::/:r
civilized world., The Sassanian cmpire was the only ofl .:ﬁ organized
state 1t knew. Like a policeman, it patrolled the small-timie criminals
on the urmost fringes of civilization. In the Afth contury, this myvrh of
the ‘middle kingdont was shaken. The cast Romans came to learn

that thetr cmpire was one state among manv, i a world tha

be scanned anxiously and manipulared | o oadrant L:JW:::
mid-fifth cenwiry, Qlympiodarns of Thebes (in Fovp:
colourful represeniative of 2 long tradition of Byzant

t
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went on sissions as far apart as Romoe, Nubia and the Dnieper
accompanied by a parrot who spoke pure Attic Greek.

i The emperors insisted that diplomacy, being as important as war-

i fare, should cost as much. At exactly the same time as the western

i

scnators were allowed by their ruler to bum their tax-arrears, the
senators of Constantinople were being made o scll their wives'
jewellery to pay for the subsidies that cventually brought down the
empire of Attdla. For the bureaucracy was often headed by ruthless
outsiders, who depended on imperial favour alone” Mavimos the
© Syrian, the practorian prefect of Anastasius, was typical of the finan-
| cial experts who saved the castern empire when its western half had
‘collapsed: ‘And at night also, he had a pen-and-ink stand hanging
beside his bedside, and a lamp burning by his pillew, so that he could
write down his thoughts on a roll: and 1 the davomie he would wll
ther to the emperor and advise himasto how he should act " (Zacharinh
of Mitylene, Hisrory.)
The osmﬁnil\,.w@m,m palace officials ~ above all the grear cunuch-
were recruited from far Bevond the tradirionad

cha amns —

L A

]
~

governing class. Thus the backstairs government of the palace did
not cut off the emperer from bis subjects, Far from 16 it was pare of
the secret of Byzantine rule that this all-important, sh w

wias often more closely in tofTh Withrhefeemmerorthe AIEAASTAENER
E:mxnﬁ:u:zu::ﬁo of the burcatcracy,

Constantimopitri3d heconie the goal of ambitions provincials i
placed far beyond the Greek core of the cmpire from which :Ea.?x{..,.t
traditional burcaucracy was recruited. At the end of the .
_uusm.o_u A young Syrian from Mesopotamia on his way to practise
asceticism m Jerusalem, was warned tn a vision o oo instead to Con-) Coamsafe
mgsﬂ.w:oﬁn“ with its_great churches and collection of rehies .
‘Ruling City"had become a ‘Holv City™. Less spirmual f..:::n.:uc:
5..0:5 make the same dectsion: Daniel had hardly st _:_:xﬂ,:.c,t O

rwu%uw - in inutation of the Syrian practices of Simeon the Stvlite

adowy frinec

fith century,

the

i

when he was chatting away in Syriac with a fellow orienial who had
become the emperor’s head-watter! The | \
m the late fifth cencury
emperors could nor do

nstory of Consamnunople
was shaped by such gifred immigrants The
withour the new ferment of prosperity aned

g2 The mpen

ety The
ool the
ctperar Anastasioe (ao1 ~ 81N
Ivery diptych, ¢ oo

CHHPTesS A rrackine, w

Gl

Tl cast Revnan caity rag,

A statue set up {durimg che

ﬂn.ﬁmﬁ_._-...q m T_n TGM:‘U ATy 1y
Asta Minor,




THE MOTHER OF COD

9$ Pagan: sds suckling Moros, Third-century Coptic frieve. ot b

Mary suckling Jesus. Fifthe to sixth-century
tombstone from Fayum

- S AL

g

94 A father of the fuch: icon of
apa Abraham. The monae
leaders were the focusec of
intense local loyaleies and the
true arbiters of the theologien!
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contraversies of the sixth and
seventh conturies, for they were
treated as the spiritual dircctors
of the laity, and as the guardians
of the traditions of the fach,
Sixth- to seventh-cencury pandt

L LTt -

Bet res thiv e - [ W

pamting from Bowin, Fgovpe

talent along the fringes of the classical world. It was not enough thar
) the empire of Constantinople should be a2 Greck empire: it had alko
| to embark on the dehicate quest for an identity as an ecastern cmpire
i the true sense. The cultural and theological storms that bulk o
farge in the nnﬁaaumsﬂyﬂoﬁ. of the late fifth and sixth_centuries
Wert Pattof the attempt of the cosmopolifan sacicty of the castern
cipire to find its bhalance.

"The one maxim of extended empire, a wise and salutary neglect’
{Burke), just could not be applied to the provincials of the fifth-
century empire. Egypt, for instance, had entered the mainstream of
cultural life. Its richerpeass “terwerrmotableswere tepical
pEGVIneials 6l a new cast Roman society. Thev had created from
an exuberantTand idiosyncratic sub-classical art - Coptic
art. The most tvpical creation of the Egvpran Christians of these
centuries was the icon: an abstracted, simplified image on which
the worshipper could concentrate. looking straight into the charged
cves of his spiritual Father - Menas, Anthony or come nather hero of
Egyptian Christianity. The Egyprian patriarchs, Theophilusand Currl,
ted the Greek world, The Council of Ephesus 4310 in declaning
that Mary was the Theotylk I Whome e Bt O - ranified
the feFvour of the Copts, who had worshipped her as such, suckimyg

A,
m,\(N he ne®WiBem lesas. This prototype of the most tender scene in

Egypt. medieval Tt was 2 Copric adaptation of {sis suckling thednfant Horus. 143

Sl e
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The heyday of the Syriacspeaking provincials came a fitke later,
Under Anastasius, Svrian merchants were trading as far apart as
Gaui and central Asia. The financial wizard of the court, Marinus,
was a Syran. Syfian masons developed a filigree delicacy in carving
stone surfaces, Aboveall, it was the Syrians who had flled the Greck
world with music. Romanos the Mclodist came to Constantinople
from Edessa: he poured an imagery and a dramatic sense, that reach
back directly to the most anclent Semitic East, into the chants of the
Byzantine Church. In the Hagia Sophia, bands of Syrian monks
would disturb the Sunday congregation by striking up. in long-drawn
mclodies, the litanics of their distinctive adoration of the crucified
Christ. Syrian farmers had colonized the hillsides of the Ant-
Lebanon with olive trees, The emperor established a r:.m.a pilgrimage

centre on the spot where Simeon had squatted on his pillar. The vase
complex of Qalac Sem'an, greater than Baalbek and as exuberant,
was a gesture of recognition from the *Raling City’ to the provincials,
on whose industry the cconomy of the cast Roman state depended.
“Tompared with these ancient Christian centres, Constantinople
only recently weaned from a military, Latin ﬁumﬁ. was 1 colourless
neweomer. But o be a ‘Ruling Ciey’ 1t had to lead the empire in
doctrine also. The cmperors hasti} y forced it to the fore. At the
Counal of Chaleedon m 451, the emperor Marcian took .&a.::grp
ofatrend m Greck opmion and of the support of Leo, the bishop of
ome, to humble the patriarch of Alexandria, and so to sceure the

position of Constanunople as the leading Christian city - of the
crnpire TiEsettienient arnved at i Chalcedon did vioience to some
of the deepest currents in Greek Christian thought of the time. The
cquilibrium of castern Christianity was brutally upset. For the next
two centuries, the emperors faced the uphill task of restering the
balance. somectimes by palliating, sometimes by by-passing ‘the
accursed council’, without going back for a moment on the nitianve
which their ‘Ruling City’ had won at Chalcedon.

The wssues ratsed at the time of Chaleedon were not trivial, for the
councit had seemied to sphit the human from the divine clemene in the
person of CHirist. The cmperor s part m the council was partiy political;

but resistairce to its doctrine was heartfelt and not a ‘cover' for social

gricvances, much less for strivings fornationalaaronomy by the eastern
provinces. {eptines of ﬂrim:u: expericnee n the provinees had been
Ao t capital. For the pious Greek, Copt and Syrian.

1
H

Chirist was the prototype of the redeemed man. To what extont,
these men would ask. did God deign to take ¢ up and transform hunum
nature, to Lift it our of its fraileics, in the person of Chnse? I human
nature was totally transformed and made one with God's natore in
hrisz - henee the convem feofogreal Tabel " monophysite”
{nrasios, singie; physis, nature) — then the averave man could cw.c:-
tually hope to be saved in the same ways he. ;,7: wonld be trans-
formed. The average man looked round him. He saw the haole
man: if frail human nature could be endawed with n_:r super-
natural power in this Tife, then surely the divine nature in Christ
had been that much more absolute and indivisible ® Whe TE a torally
divine Being could stand berween mankind and irs toWering cnemey,
the devil? To emiphasize, as the doctrinal statement of pope Leo .
r: ,D::ql had done. the humbled, human clement in Chrise, shocked
¢ Greek reader. For this attitude threatened to leave God's work of
ﬂ?i.oz halfedone: to condemn human nature irself to the postrion
of an untransformable residuc, 2 bitter dreg at the bottom of the
unbounded sea of God's power.

It has beensaidahar the Council of Chalcedon divided the Cpire
irreparably: that it rendered inevimble the Josw of the eastern pro-
vinees to Istum in the seventh century. This vicaw 1s <o Jofrv that it
misses the quality of the life of the sxth-century caster: cmpire
entirely. The exact opposite was the ease. es spite the explasive narure
of the issues involved, despite the fact thar the ceclesiastienl :,&::5,
of whole provinces were mobilized on both sides s
auamed wnited. We can learn a lot about the resotrees of the caast
Roman state by secing how this could be so.

In the first place, the imperial administration had created a uniticd
state: men paid their taxes and praved for the success of the ¢ nperor
whatever their shade of theological opinion. It was possible for
merchant from Alexandria to cash z chegue in a hank ar Constanti-
nople - a service which no medicval state could offer undl thirreenth-
century China. The culture of the empire had few deep barriers,
Men felt free to move from the provinees to the capital without
fosing touch with their roots. Scrarch 2 Greek poee like Cvrus of
Panapolis, and we find an mni%:: devored to the martve-saing of his
home-town; and cven Procap; yzantine Thoevdides, spoke
Syriac and believed that the pravers of Svrian holy mien plaved their
part in helding the castern fronter of the cmpire. jﬁ:cn_\::: this
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PURLIC LIFE 9% Secular: a wild-beast bunt i the circus of Constantinople. Detal from The prestige of the emperor was cven increased by religious

the ivory diptyeh of Arcobindus, $06. uncertamies. forali attempts to achicve unity passed through the courr.
The cmperor gained a position that he was to hold throughout
Byzamtnic and carly Russian history : Re wag ilie L s the great
viloltetthe-peaccof the Chirch™ Tt Wit a positian Cammed By dicer
hard work. When conspirators wanted to assassinare the cmperor

gy Religious: relies carried in procession. The patriarch on his high carriage holds the
box with the relics, as he passes the imperial palaee (note top Ieft, the rcon of Chris
over the nain gate). They are preceded, feft to right, by the senate. the cmperor
the empress. Spectators in the top window of the palace swing swect-an

ne

L

meense, Fifth-contury ivory plaque .m.rmwﬁ:d.u:‘ NTOM knew how Z.Zuv, would find him cvery nrght he would
be sitting in an alcove of the Great Palace, discussing with halv men
period, we are dealing with a society which had experienced strong and bishops the intricacies of his subjects” beliefs, ‘
! and intimate pressurcs making for centralization, for standardization, The reign OFThe cmperor Anastasios (461-$18) sums up the gualiey
% for cconomic and politieal solidarity. The concern for the “peace of of the cast Roman empire at this time, Anastasias was q pious Liv-
the Churely. that haunted fhcTmperors of the late fifth and sixth man, who used to give lectures on theology He was the only late
centurics, should not be scen as a desperate attemypt to heal a divided Roman cmperor cver toabolish a tax - the gold s on the cioes,
cmpire: rather, the emperors hoped to make the partisan bishops By rigorous professionalism. he died with a surples of thirtvatwo
and their focks live up to standards of unity and obedicenec that were thousand pounds of gold. We catch a glimpse of b the local
146 patently being realized in éVcry other ficld but religion. chronicle of Edessar m this faraway frontier rown, the cinperor was 14

;
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very much ‘the little father” of his people. Even to_lis theological

opponents, he was ‘Anastasius, the good emperor, the lover of monks
and the protector of the poor and affiicted.” In his religious policy,

he was unmistakably a product of cast Roman socicty. Though a

simcere ‘monophysite’, he worked. above all. for religious peace. He

.banned extremists of cvery kind.

In $17, Anastasius received a delegation of pricsts from Rome that
showed how™Tar apart the western and the ersterm v o Chrsen -
danrrrdadready—drified : r e West had be-
come a closed €Tite — like a colonizing power in underdeveloped
territorics, it regarded itself as obliged to imposc its views, by force
if need be, on the unregenerate ‘world’. Reinforced by their aristo-
cratic background, its senator-bishops towered above an increasingly
passive’and uncultivated laity. They were in the habit of telling lay-
rulers what to do. The Roman legates told Anastasius that he should
mpose the Catholic faith on his provineials with the firmness of a
crusader. To the cast Roman emperor, such advice came from another.

more barbarous world, Anastasius wrote back: he would not make

the streets of his cities run blood o as to tmposc the views of one

faction on all the rest. His business was not to outlaw half his cmpire:
it was to find a_formula by which the rich spectrum of the belicfs of
his subjects could be blended: " Peace TTeave with you,” he quoted to
the pope, “‘my peace 1 give you.

Here we have a parting of the ways: western Europe in the Middle
Ages was dominated by the idea of the Church Militant: Byzantium,
a stable and united empire Geneath its apparent disagreements, long
skilled in the politics of consensus, stuck to the grand ideal of the
‘peace of the Church’, In his last sentence, Anastasius was to address
the pope in words that are an overture to the majesty of Justinian:
“You may thwart me, Reverend Sir

may not command me. ;

. you may insult me: but you

o
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100 Ideal. Relief from the obelisk «
heodosius Tin the Hippodrome
Constantinople, r. 390
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KIDPA CHOIRED JUSTINIAN AND IS SU( Mmr...,.fo..mNﬂi..)Om

Anastasius, as we have seen, passed naturally into the naperial office

afr a difetime of service m the palace. Justinian, By CONTRIRL, Wik a
nonveair richie of cast Reman culture. Wi fis uncle Justun, ke Bad
drifted mto the "Ruling City” from a Dalkan village: his native lan-

ﬁ::@aé?f::./&.rn:.mzma:.u.ﬁn,,;uﬂ.i:omﬂ:nm:g&.rnnﬁ:n
cmperor by accident, Justinian, as heir apparent, threw himself into
the life of Censtantinople. Tt was in Constantinople, one suspects,

and not in his village, that Justinian first learnt to value Latin as the

-

imperial language. In Constantinople he gained a deep acguaintange

with Greek theological literature and opted for the anti-monophy-
site_party. T Constantinople, also, he dabbled in the domianonde:
he played polities with the Circus-factons and he took his wife,
Theodara, from a family connected with the racing-stables. As a
young nian, he was anxious to conform to the backward-looking
cthos of the resident aristocracy: he wooced the senators of Con-
stantinople. and on becoming consul, he humbly dedicared hic
tvary diptyehs to them, m Latn — ‘Small gifts these, in price, but
heavy with respect.” His first act on becoming emiperor was to

form a commission to reorganmize the Roman law., When fostinian
g J

suceceded his uneducated uncle in g27, it scemed as if the "Ruling
Clry™ had absorbed yeor anather zealows pareernnr,

v The grear Nika Riot of Jaruary 432 — so called from the slogan

72 ' ka (Conquer!) adopted by the mob - changed the tempo of his

p&l reign dramagicaily, Tr was the worst explosion of vicolence in east
Roman histery. Angered by Justinian’s ministers, people and Senate
unired against the cmperor. Half the city was burno As the flames
rose round the Great Palace. only Theodora was able to rally her
pamic=stricken husband — “The purple 15 a glorous winding-sheet.
she smd.

Theodora’s exclamation beeame the keynote of Justinian's reign.

\ﬂ\ A Somewhat tike a .Mm_x.«u_. tsar of nincteenth-century Russia who had

w7l been the objecr of an assassination plot. Justinian ruroed his hack

" Wi on the traditienalist clemoents in Constantinople. No cast Roman
A emperor exploited with such zest the resources of the autocracy.

...,\.ﬂu ,\r The stage-sct of rradinional ceremonies mherited from the Roman

~ past was wheeled away to leave the emperor alone m his majesey:
N N . \ the consulship, which the young prince had valued so highly, was
’ i e life of the court was expanded. its ceremionial

o y H Fl
~ hal) ' roz Jusonn and b noorerers Mosawe m San Vitade, Raveona
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made more awcsome: Theodora wravelled with four thousand
attendants — twice as many, that is, as were used by the Ottoman
sultans m the nincteenth century, Justinian appealed to the Christian
provincials of his empire, away {rom the neutral fagade of the cdu-
cated aristocracy. He posed 2s the ‘most Christian emperos™. His |
fanaticism  was_all-embracing and, wsually, prudentdy dircored
agamnst 1solated minorities, such as the surviving pagans. After $33
public opinion was mobilized in a crusade against the heretical Arian
kingdoms in the West, Public morality was upheld by meticulous
iegislation against blasphemy and gambling. Theodora looked after
her own by founding a hostel for reformed prostitutes. Throughout
the cmipirg, Justinian placed churches whose styic, based on the basili-

- U S
cas of the capital, was uniform from Ceuta, on the Atlantic coast of

Morocco, t0 The EUpHTates. Ih an age of primitive comrmunications,
Justinian ensured that by memorable gestures of Christian picty and
Christian intolerance, and above all through moncy, stone- and
mosaic-work, the presence of the autocrat was brought home to the
man in the street.

These gestures were crowned by the rebuilding of the Hagia
Sophia, burat down i the Nika Riot. Justinian could have restored
the old church, as hiad been done before; but he was inn no moeod for so
Hiited 2 project. Instead, he called on Anthemius of Tralles and
Isidore of Miletus o build a revolutnonary new church, These men
were typical members of the technological élite of the Greck world:
as a mathemadaan, Anthomius went beyond Euclid in exploring
the parabola; and Isidore had studied the great monuments of Rome,
The Hagia Sophia combimed the two traditions: jo _the Reman
imperial g is church g ition of abstract thought
was frozen into stone, with the hovering domes. When he entered
the new church, however, Justinian struck the more popular note
of the Byzantine man in the street: ‘Solomon!” he cried, T have
outdone theel

The s3os were an exceptionally favourable interlude for the cast
Roman state. Justinian exploited the opportunities o the inter-
national sitvation to the fuil. The imperal Acer that suled fronrthe
Bosphorus to Alrca v §33 was presented as a crusade to deliver the
losT proviiices of the oman erpire from thiilr herctical overfords.
Theprodigious windfall of the quick collapse of the Vandal kingdom
in Africa proved Justinian right: the Vandal king was paraded in

104 "The salvation and glory of the
Romans’: medailion celebrating the
reconquest of Justinian, The n_:m?..o_.
1= shewn on herseback, as in the

great days of the imperial recovery of
the third contury (of HE 14, __Snmu:\wo:
Ch..‘_”.;m: L 43418 _,.n.s,mr..@.u.

2.,55.@7 m the Hippoedrome., When he issued the sccond cditton of
his Digest of Roman law in $34. Justinian revived in his proclumation
the grandiloquent epithets of 1 Roman conqueror: Jusnnian |
queror of the Vandals, of the Goths, ete.” The commission tl
duced this greatr work included the same IRIers - Tribonian mid
.wmm.w:meﬂ Cappadocial TRE practorian profect - Tor o herdhe
mob had chanted in the Nika Riot of ONnly two vears Dreeo

L LOnN-

aat w:.:I

.m:mﬂ::u: and his friends were more frmly 1 the saddie than ﬂ_ﬁ.,;”
bcforc. ‘M: $39. the Ostrogoths had been driven our of Rome, and
were suing for peace: and in Constantinople, Justinian appearcd on
A mosaic, M..:_‘ﬂom:aom by his faithful advisers, *witl
cxpression’.

‘ mméc emperors established their threatened position with such
mspired opportunisin. But in so doing, Justinian had cast s own
shadow over the rest of his reign. Compared with the grindiloguent
cuphoria of the <305, the remaiming twenty-five vears of hic rer
seem a sinister anti-climax. For modern scholars, ?2::;: has been
trapped i his own image. His asture sﬁzim:“u:a.z of the resonrces
of propagavda has been takelr at face v, o, Flenee he bas eamed the
reputation of being a romantic idealist, haunted by the ,J .
_rencwal of the Roman empire: and the dificultics o
YOI frrer e T een presented as the nemoesis of

voay and festive

ey
un
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Eehe succeeding

erandiose policy,
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Justinian is 2 less sintster. i€ more complex figure. He soughe glory
while the going was good, because he sorcly needed@™ T minin-

tain s position: and he had the gentus to reafize (he VASEFRSSURees
available to an cast Roman emperor of the carly sixth century — an
almost numinous past history, a full treasury, an unrivalied supply of
human talent in cvery field. But the history of his reign was written —
as was so often the case in the Roman empire - by the alicnated and the
embittered. Justinian_had berra the traditionalist governing class

of the empire; he had outflanked them in a policy of Bambovaiit

glory: but it was they who remained to chronicle, with bitter
attention, every detail of the shipwreck of the young emperor's hopes.

The s40s were a catastrophic decade. In s40, Khusro | Anoshirwan,
the shah of Persia, broke his truce with Byzantium. The castern parri-
sons had been neglected for the western wars. The shab fell on An-
tioch the second ¢ty of the emipire, and, having cynieally offered
to sell it to Justinian, plundered it and marched slowly honte again,
emptying the citics of northern Syria with impunity,

In his reaction to the revival of the menace of Persia, Justimian
showed that he was no dreamer, The war in Tealy was instantly rele-
gated to a backwater. In coming years, Justinian was prepared to
spend more moncey on impressing once Persian ambassador in Con-
stantinople than on all die armies in the reconquered western Pro-
vinees. From the Black Sea to Damascus, the emiperor’s foresight was
crystaflized in stone. Justinian's fortifications along his castern

fronticr arc the most refingd cxample of Roman milicary archicectire,

They still stand in the desert as tangible reminders of the overriding
priority of the Near East in the policies of the cast Roman state.
While the castern provincials were sheltered from the conse-
quences of Justinian’s western commitments, his fellow countrymen
m the DBalkans felt the steam directly. The Balkan garrisons were
stripped to provide Jevies for the westernarmics. The Nanube
fronticr became permeable again. In the s40s the Slavs raided deep
into Roman territory. From 55y onwards Constantinople itself was
frequently menaced by the revival of great confederacies of Turkic
nomads — heirs to the empire of Attifar first the Bulgars. followed
by the Axars. To regam the remote Latinity of [faly and Afvica,
Justis L0 Hving Latin core of the cast Roman state in
the Balkans. The Slav settloment of the Batkans was a dircct conse-
quence of Justinian's western ambitions. Whiic his portrait survives

ux;ﬁ.::;..wznn::.iﬂM:.::.?i:. ﬁ.;.::um:"_.:F,q‘.r.:q..ﬁ.:_.wh.ﬂm:ir.:z
which he had founded under his own mane Gsomewhere, porhaps,
m southern Serbia), vanished so completelv, after the weasions of the
late sixth century. that nobody knows for certam where 1t stoad.
Thenatural catastrophe of the Great Plague formed the back ground

— e

ﬂogmwgwwam,jﬁcﬁinzmnvnmu:?.:r:EQ.O:A‘szzd.:wiTc-
tween 341 and 543, and remained endenic throughout the Mediter-
rancan up to the $70s. [t was the worst attack unn] the Black Death of
1348. Tt knocked the bottom out of the grandeur of the 5305,

From s4c onwards, Justinian sank himself into a dogyed routine
of survival. The true measure of the man and of the east Roman
state was not the helle dpogre of $33 to 540 it was the quality revealed
in the harsh years that followed. The Justiman of the Byrantine
tradition s not the voung adventurer of the s10s, whese porirai
weall know from the moesates in his recomquered caprend of Wavenna:
it 1s the slightly uncanny old man, who worked untl dasn cvery
vight in the seclusion of the Great Palace - the many-cved” emperor,

Throughout the wars and the plague, Justinian’s financial officers
kept the money coming in = not by increasing the tixes, bur by
eosuring that the rich patd-vp-promptly. Moncy was now furned to 4
technology of survival. Fortifications replaced men along the (ron-
ticrs. Diplomacy was stretclied to its utmost to cover a lack of militare
power. Only under Justinian did Christian iissionaries Begin 1o be

sed as TSN of Byganime cultural iniperialisny in the nerthern

world: baptism and the arrival of elerical advisers o lecane the
routine conscquences of an alliance with the emperor.

Warfare, also, beeame more specialized. Later in the sixth century,
Byzantine generals wrote manuals which show how closely they

rad observed and copied the new cavalry tactics of the nomads,

War, for'sach men. was like hunting - a delicate are in which hiood-
shed was o substitute for skill. The perpetual emergencies from s4n
enwards created, among the generals and diplomats, an experinmenal
Frame of mind that culmimated, in the mid-seventh century, i the
developme :

ntof “Greek fire” in the Byzantime vy - ¢

s most devis-
of technology to warfare in the early medieval

period.
Inside the empire, Justinian continued to tinker ceasclessly. He ex-
penimented with new forms of revenue: after $471, the manufheture

5
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of silk, for instance, became a government monepoly. He ruth-
iessly cut away dead wood. An immensely costly system of frec
government transport, inherited direetly from the time of Augustus,
was axed. Only onc road was now maintained — significantly, the
great highway leading across Asia Minor to the eastern frontier.
By the end of Justinian’s reign, the exuberant, mvoluted fagade of
the late Roman state, whose generous and many-sided rescrves
Justinian had tapped with gusto before 540, had been stripped down
to s steed framework.

Because of this drastic overhaul, Justinian’s reign did not end in
failure. Far from itz in 352 the Ostrogothic resistance was shattered
in a single, skilfully planned and executed engagement: in 554, large
arcas of southern Spain came under Byzantine rule; afeer 560, Afrien
was pacified, and Byzantine fortresses held a frontier more ambitious
thaw that held by the emperor Trajan. The Danube line was protected
by a ¢at’s-cradle of alliances. The truculent Khusro T had been check-
mated. Within the empire, the viliages of Palesting and Syria were as
prosperous as cver. International trade provided opportunities for
revenue: the Aeets of the patriarchs of Alexandria sailed to Cornwall
m the carly seventh century; and the beautiful gold coins of Justinian
and his successors found their way as far aficld as Sweden, Peking and
Zanzibar.

The mrost fgelul fegacy of Justinian o succeeding generations was
precisely the extent of his success. He had proved that autocracy
worked as a shert-term remedy for the ills of the Byzantine swace.
Rather like Philip 11, toiling endlessly in the Escorial, this “slecpless’
figurc fostered the illusion that one man could solve the problems of
an cmpire.

Personal government sapped the quality of the imperial bureaun-
cracy. The scholar-administrators of the early sixth century had
tended to be hidebound and resistant to high taxation. But they had
guaranteed a degree of continuity and had fostered the participation
in government of the educated governing classes of the Greek world,
Justintan's gifted professionals ended by whitthing down the fimks
bersween a bureaucracy made up increasingly ofimperaal favourites,
and cast Roman uppereclass society at large. These men got in the
taxes: but the steady press of talented young gentlemen ro Constnti-
nople came to a halt - imperial service was too abrasive a profession.

As 1 result of increased professionalization throughour the sixth

century, the old structure of provineial life disappeared. The imme-
morial right of the Greek town councils to levy the taxes on their
focality vanished. By the end of the sixth contury, town conncillors
in their solemn robes were no more than a chiidhood memaory.
Deprived of their old focus of allegiance, the towns of the eastern
empire fell inro the hands of their bishops and their great indowners,
The populace turned to theology and to gangster :
between Circus-factions in all the towns of the empire shacked and
puzzied contemporaries in the Tate sixth century, nueh as they il
puzzic historians, .
Justinian mja cut away oo much of the old tissues of case Roman
socicty. Only his chotee of efficient servants and his bonndless curio-
sity saved him from isolation. And in his old age. Justinian's grip was

N Savage olashes

relaxed with disastrous resules. His successors had nothmg to B back
on but his tradition of palace-government: Maurice (382 6023 and
Heraclius {610-41) were spectacular emiperors; but 1;; had to

govern their empire through o camarilla of hated and disunreed
COUTHICTS and threuch (heir ﬂ.m.:??

The weakness of the casr Homan cmps
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allot to substitutes for military strengeh, fortification_and_diplo-
yr ’ ’ ) H l.!r!.lillllt-l“]l.-l.l'
macy. But money could not create soldiers, Maurice and Fiera-

clius both revived the older. militaristic tendencics of the Romoan
cmpire. They tock the field in person. Bur they found they had not
enough men o lead. Hence the strange combination of fragility and
grandeur in the Byzantine empire after Justinian: a sprawfing terri-
rory of rich countrysides and prosperous cities found itself caughe
between the hammer and the anvil of two professedly military
empires — the warrior-hegemony of the Avars to the north and the
fearsomie nobility of Persia to the cast. How could the rraditions of
ﬁ..?.. mn aueocracy. inberited and heightened by Justinian, resist con-
sistent pressure i the Near East from Persia,
ﬁJH..u/.ﬁ;—lf. STOORCC n\ﬂ:_hﬂ__ﬂﬁ»&. :
bloodshed and of war™?

The challenge of Persia dominated the Jate sixth and carly seventh
centurics in Byzantium. In the course of the sixeh contury e
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conpire had become o Near Eastern state. Rome was an outrpost: ‘I
God docs not moeve the heart of the emperor to send us a general ora
governor,” wrote the pope i the late sixth contury, “then we are
lost.” Even on the distant shores of the western Mediterranean,
Byzantine rule meant incorporation in an oriental cmpire. The
Byzantine ourposts 1n the West were like mirrors, casting the light
of the castern Mediterrancan far mto the darkness of carly medicval
nerthern Europe. Isolated and grandiloquent, the kingdom of Visi-
gothic Spain neverthicless moved to the rhythos Gf Byzantine Tife:
sts rafers ¢Ved thieeasterny @nTpird ¢losély as a miadel and as 2 potential
mCnace. I northern EUFBPe: ygrearehireh was hung with
Byzantune silks; liturgical books were written on Byzantine papyrus;
refics were cased in Byzantine silverwork: legends and linurgy were
of castern origin: saints were, inappropriately, buricd in shrouds of
Persian silk, showing the griffins of Zoroastrian mythology and rhe
hunning {eats of pagan shahs m the lranian plateau.

The centre of gravity of the Christian world still lay i the castern
Meditersancan. One of the carlicst archbishops of Canterbury. Theo-
dorc (669—90), was a DByzantine subject from Tarsus {southem
Turkey). On the Northumbrian coast, the V. SBede {0 6724
735) drew Tis Biolical crudition from the works of African bishops

who had written to persuade Justinian in faraway Constantinaple.

¢ sent their queen a flask of oil from the shrinc of the Holy Cross at
Jerusalent. On the Atlantic coast of Spain, an unknown lady was
buried with a similar fask. For the barbarians of Europe, Jerusalem
was sulf the centre of the world: and Jerusalem was a Byzanunc dity.

Frigitc-thouplr thest Byzantine outposts were, they ensured that
the southem shores of the Mediterrancan belonged to an empire
whose heart lay in the Near East, This is the long«term significance
of Justinian's reconquests in the West. From Gibraltar to Gaza, the

inhabitants shared with the eastemn provinces 3 common loyalty to

the Roman cmperors, & conmon pICty, a common idion w orna-

HeTewiimon stable comage. They were already sharply distins
guished from the underdeveldped territorics to their north — northern
Spain, Gaul and nerthern Italy. The diagonal division of the Mediters
rancan inte two socictics, so thata Near Eastern emipire came to stretch
like the long, sloping planc of a wedge from Antioch to the valley of
the Guadalquivir, was the maost marked feature of the westermn

4
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Middic Ages. The division was begun by the conquest aof Justinian,
Except at Rome and Ravenna, the Muslims stepped straight inte the
irnﬂmﬁnnm of the Byzantinc exarchs. Even the fateful enery of the
Moorg OmMr\ arik into Spain in 711 - the notorious ‘betraval of
Don Juliad® ~ was a last, fatal stroke of diplomacy by an solated
H.w,mwmsz.:n mo«.nﬂson,gnm“ his H-judged use of the Mus- ﬁ,, U
lims as barbarian mercenarics was in the best traditions of Byzantine |
foreign policy laid down by Justinian. .

In the Near East, Justinian did not stand by himself. His achicve-
ments were rivalled by the revival of Persia under Khusro T Anoshirwan
- ‘Khusro of the immorel soul’. A contemporary. the historian

Zachariah of Mitvicne, saw this clearly when he watched the vebes
A PV e B .

brations in the Hippodrome of Constantinople in 534. The Vandal
King was paraded before Justinian in an unparalleled trimiph s "B
ambassadors of Khusro, king of the Persians, were there, and thev sat
there, and they saw these things. .. " It is time for us. also. to look at

the sixth-century world through more eastern cves. 159
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The Roman Rulers

&

The Roman rulers, according to the Christians, reigned over
Palestine from the ascension of Christ to the age of the Prophet

Muhammad. .
Abu Ja'far says: They assert that after Tiberius, Hum.:mmﬂ.wnm
and other parts of Syria were ruled by Gaius, son of ,H,H._um:mm\
for four years. He was succeeded by another son, Claudius, for
fourteen years, following which Nero ruled for fourteen vears.
He slew Peter and crucified Paul head down. For four months
Botlaius [Vittelius] ruled thereafter. Then Vespasian, father of
Titus whom he sent to Jerusalern, ruled for ten years. Three
vears after his rise to power, forty years after the ascension n.um
[742]  Jesus, Vespasian sent Titus to Jerusalem. H.wncm destroyed it
and slew numerous Israelites in his wrath Sver the fate gf

v Churi E101IGwing Roman kings then ruled:

Titus, son of Vespasian, ruled for two vears; Domitian, six-
teen vyears; Nerva, six years; Trajan, nineteen vyears;
Hadrian, twenty-one vears; Antonin, twenty-two Mmmnmh
Marcus and his sons, nineteen vears; Commodus, thirteen
years; Pertinax, six months; Severus, fourteen vears; gﬂo-
ninus | = Caracallal, seven years; Marciarus | = Macrinus),

. six years; Antoninus | =Elagabalus), four years; {Severus)

Alexander, thirteen years; Ghasmiyanus {=Maxinimus],
three vyears; Gordian, six years; Philipp, seven years;
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Decius, six vears; Gallus, six years; Valertan and Gal-
lienus, fifteen years; Claudius II, onc vear; Critalius, six
months; Aurelian, five vears; Tacit, six months; Florian,
twenty-five days; Probus, six years; Carus and his two
sons, two years; Diocletian, six years; Maximian, twenty

- _ years; Constantine, thirty years; Constantine, thirty

years; Constantine, thirty years; Julian the Apostate, two
years; Jovian, one year; Valentinian and Gratian, ten vears;
Valentinian iI, one vear; Theodosius the Great, seventecn
years; Arcadius and Honorius, twenty years, Theodosius 10
and Valentinian, sixteen years; Marcian, seven years, Leo,
sixteen years; Zeno, eighteen years; Anastasius, twenty-
seven years; Justin I, seven years; Justinian I twenty
years; Justin II, twelve vears, Tiberius, six years; Maurice
[Maurikios] and his son Theodosius, twenty years; Phocas,
who was slain, seven and a half years; Feraclius, to whom
the Messenger of God wrote an epistlc, thirty years.

From the rebuilding of the Temple, after it was destroved by
Nebuchadnezzar, to the hijrah there clapsed, according to
tnese schalars, over a thousand years. From the reign of Alex-
ander to the hijrah there elapsed over 920 vears, Of these, 307
years elapsed from the rise of Alexander to the birth of fesus,
and thirty-two vears clapsed from the birth of Jesus 1o his as-
censicn. From his ascension to the hiirah therc clapsed 585
years and a few months.

Some authorities assert that the death of john the Baptist at
the hands of the Israclites took place at the time of Ardashir b.
Babak, after eight years of his reign, and that Nebuchadnezzar
went to war in Palestine against the Jews on behalf of Shapuor
{Sablr) of the Troops b. Ardashir b. Bibak.

[744]
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