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5'0
Introductory statement

5. Mon Oct 2 The rise of Islam: religion
Txt: Lewis, ch, 2
5.1 Extracts on the Prophet
5.2 Tabari on the building of the Ka’ba
5.3 Muhammad and the pagans

This and the next seminar are about the life of the Prophet
Muhammad (4. 632). His career fuses religion and politics. My
general idea is to cover religion in this seminar, and politics
in the next; but it won’t work out so neatly. Our concern with
religion is not with Islam at large, but simply with aspects of
its earliest form that are relevant to our historical
concerns-—specifically, the sudden appearance of a state which
made history in what looks like an unlikely part of the world.

Here again, the textbook gives you a survey, and the rest of
the readings are from primary sources.

Reading 5.1: Here you get a chronology and two scriptural
passages which are crucial to Muhammad’s nessage. I've also
given you a near~contemporary English parallel—or rather,
contrast—-to think about. What’s the same, and what'’s different,
about the rise of monotheism in England and Arabia?

Reading 5.2: This is your friend Tabari again, here with
accounts of how Abraham and his son Ishmael built the Ka‘ba in
Mecca. Abraham is, of course, the patriarch of the Biblical Book
of Genesis. Through his elder son Ishmael, he was the ancestor
of the Biblical Ishmaelites (by the time we’re concerned with,
everybody equated them with the Arabs); while through his younger
son Isaac he was the ancestor of the Biblical Israelites (and
hence of the Jews). The Bible tells us how Ishmael was pushed
out into the desert when Isaac was born, but says nothing about
any building of the Ka’ba. What you get here is stories which
£ill out the Koranic passage you met in Reading 5.1. What’s the
message? In what ways can these accounts be described as
mythical?

Reading 5.3: See the note I inserted on the title-page when I
used this reading in another course. What are the key themes in
these stories? If you were awarding a prize for political
correctness, which side would get it?
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5.1

I. Mecca
c. b70
c. 610
610-22

5.1
Extracts on the Prophet

(1) outline chronology

Muhammad is born
Muhammad begins to receive revelations

Muhammad is leader of religious movement in Mecca

II. the Hifra

622

ITI. Medina

622-32
622-7

624-31

628
630-2

632

Muhammad and his followers move from Mecca to
Yathrib/Medina

Muhammad is ruler of Islamic state

consolidation in Medina against Arab and Jewish
opposition

expansion into southern Hijaz:
-battles with Meccans: 624, 625, 627
-submission of Mecca: 630
-battle with Héwazi? nomads: 630
-submission of Ta*if: 631

expansion into northern Hijaz:
-Khaybar and Fadak

raids towards Byzantine Empire and submission of
much of Arabia

Muhammad dies

(2) Foreign truth versus native identity

A. A contemporary English view of the general problem

[King Ethelbert of Kent in 597 addresses St Augustine,

who has been sent by the Pope to convert the pagan English to
Christianity:)
"Your words and promises are fair indeed, but they are

new and strange to us,

the age-old beliefs of the whole English nation."

Bede, Ecclesiastical History, I,
’

and I cannot accept them and abandon

25)
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5.

1

B. The patriarchal fork: the Biblical dilemma

[God addresses Abraham regarding his future son Isaac and
his present son Ishmael:]

"sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou
shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant
with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after
him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply
him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will
make him a great nation. But my covenant will I establish

with Isaac."
(Genesis 17)

C. _The patriarchal fork: the Koranic solution

"And We [God] made a covenant with Abraham (Ibrahim) and
Ishmael (Isma‘’il) [saying]: ’Purify My House [the Ka’ba in
Mecca] for those that go about it’.... And when Abraham, and
Ishmael with him, raised up the foundations of the House
[they said}: ‘Our Lord, receive this from us... and, our
Lord, make us submissive (muslim) to Thee, and of our seed a
nation (umma) submissive to Thee... and, our Lord, do Thou
send among them a Messenger, one of them, who shall recite to
them Thy signs, and teach them the Book and Wisdom, and

purify them.’"
(Koran 2:124-9)
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6.0
Introductory statement

6. Wed oOct 4 The rise of Islam: politics

Further extracts on the Prophet
The Constitution of Medina

The raid on the Banu ‘l-Mustaliq
Ibn Khaldun on the Arabs again

e e W e
RN

Last time we met some of the ideas that inspired the
Prophet’s career. Here the focus is on how they related to the

political realities of Arab society.

Some of the texts you need to look at most carefully are in
Readings 6.1 and 6.2. The extracts in Reading 6.1 are fairly
easy going, but Reading 6.2 contains a difficult text., If you
understand everything in it, you are way ahead of the
professional scholars who have studied it. Read it for what you
can get out of it; in particular, ask yourself what elements of
the traditional tribal order appear in it, what elements of the

new religion appear, and how they relate to each other.

Reading 6.3 is a typical account of a-typical Muslim raid on
a pagan Arab tribe. The date of the event is late 627 or early
628, It you behave yourselves, we can spend a few minutes in
Class on the story of Juwayriya, the beautiful daughter of the

tribal chief who 1is mentioned at the end of the extract.

What does it all mean—other than at a theological level (and
this isn’t a theology course)? Reading 6.4 continues what Ibn
Khaldun says about the Arabs, and in particular about the role of
religion in state-formation among them. Does this help you to
understand-what waes going on, or do you think it would have bheen
more helpful if I had given you something to read by a modern
professor?
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6.1
Further extracts on the Prophet

(1) The protection problem

A. The clan structure of Meccan society in operation

"Then Quraysh incited one another against the followers of
the Prophet in each clan who had become Muslims. So_each

clan attacked those of its members who were Muslims,
tormeniting them and seducing them from their religion. God

protected the Prophet from tpgm“throuqh the agency of his

uncle Abu Talib."

(Ibn Ishag, Sira, trans. 120)

B. Seeking protection: a benevolent foreign ruler

s followers were suffering, while
he himself was quite safe thanks to the support of God and
his uncle Abu Talib, and that he could do nothing to protect
them from the trials they were exposed to, he said to them:
I suggest you go off to Abyssinia., There'’s a king there
under whose rule hio one is wronged’.... This was the first

hijra that took place in Islam."
(ibid., 146)

"When the Prophet saw how hi

C. Seeking protection: appealing to the tribes

"rhe Prophet used to present himself to-the Arab tribes at

fairs, as the opportunity arose, calling them to God-and

telling them that he was a Prophet with a nission, and asking

tHem to-beligve in him and protect him-until such time as God
st e

should make his mission plain.'
(ibid., 194)

D. Some Khazrails from Yathrib are interested

"When the Prophet spoke to these men, and called them to God,

they said to one another:

nryou hear that? He’s got to be the prophet the Jews have
been threatening us with. Don’ft let them get to him first!’
"So they accepted his message, believing in him and in Islam
as he had presented it to them. They told him:

"/When we set out [from Yath¥ib}, our people were more riven
by internecine feuds than—-anygother. Maybe God will unite
them through you., We’l _go tb them and call them tc your
cause. . Tf God unites them|in it;ther& will be no man

more-powerful than youl”"
-“”\hm‘”"‘“- S OSTT— ( ibid ., 198 )

N\&ﬁk*fw
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(2) The beginnings of the Islamic state

For the Constitution of Medina, a key document here, see
Reading 6.2.

Making war

"The Prophet had as yet received no permission to engage in

warfare or to shed blood. He had simply been ordered to call

men to God, and patiently to endure affliction.... But when

Quraysh waxed insufferable against God... God gave Hils

Prophet permission to fight... [saying]: ’‘Permission is" L

gfanted to those who fight because they have been wronged; a oA [

God is well able to come to their aid—those who have been | As/j5 ¢ ¢

driven from their land unjustly.’" ‘
—————————(Tbn Ishaq, Sira, trans. 212; Koran 22:39) j‘L-IJ

s

"Ibn Ishag said: Muhammad Abu Ja’far ibn ’Ali ibn al-Husayn

related to me that the Prophet said:
ns,,,Booty has been made lawful for me, though it was not

made lawful to any prophet who came before me.’"
: — e ' (Ibn Ishaq, Sira, 326)
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7.0
Introductory statement

7. Mon Oct 9 The congquests

Lewis, ch. 3

BExtracts on the conguests

The end of the Sasanian Empire
‘Umar sets up the pay system

RN IR |
LB s ot

This and the next seminar are concerned with the period from
the death of the Prophet in 632 to the assassination of the
Caliph ‘Ali in 661. This seminar is concerned mainly with the
expan51on of the Islamic state through conquest, the next with
its internal order—and disorder. The chapter from the textbook
assigned for this seminar covers both themes.

Reading 7.1 gives you a chronology of the conquests. The
extracts that follow should set you thlnklng about the fact that
conquests, though commonplace in human history, can be of very
different kinds, and can have very different outcomes.

Reading 7.2 is Tabari’s account of the last stages of the
conquest of the Sasanian Empire. Yazdajird was king from 632 to
651; the narrative beglns at the poxﬁfggtmﬁhlch hé has lost Iraq
and retreats to the Iranian plateau. Does it give you any
indication why Persian resistance to the Arabs was so
ineffective? And while you’re at it, con51der the question how
reliable Tabari’s account of these events is likely to be.

Readlng 7.3 is about how the central government of the
Islamic state handled the resources made avallable to the Arabs
through the conquests. 1In pr1n01ple you mlght imagine the spoils
being divided among the congquering Arabs in a free-for-all over
which the state exercised no control, and from which it drew no
benefit. Or you might imagine the state asserting total central
control over all resources., But what would you say is actually
happening according to Tabari’s account, and why? Also, is there
anything about what Tabari tells us that looks like the
retrojection of the concerns of a later period?
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