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7.0
Introductory statement

7. Mon Oct 9 The conquests
Txt: Lewis, ch. 3
7.1 Extracts on the conquests
7.2 The end of the Sasanian Empire
7.3 "Umar sets up the pay system

This and the next semlnar are concerned with the period from
the death of the Prophet in 632 to the assassination of the
Caliph ’Ali in 661. This seminar is concerned mainly with the
expansxon of the Islamic state through conquest, the next with
its internal ordermmand disorder. The chapter from the textbook
assigned for this seminar covers both themes.

Reading 7.1 gives you a chronology of the conquests. The
extracts that follow should set you thlnklng about the fact that
conquests, though commonplace in human history, can be of very
different kinds, and can have very different outcomes.

Reading 7.2 is Tabari’s account of the last stages of the
conquest of the Sasanian Empire. Yazdajird was king from 632 to
651; the narrative beglns at the poin at which he has lost Iraq
and retreats to the Iranian plateau. Does it give you any
indication why Persian resistance to the Arabs was so
ineffective? And while you’re at it, con51der the question how
reliable Tabari’s account of these events is likely to be.

Readlng 7.3 is about how the central government of the
Islamic state handled the resources made avallabie to the Arabs
through the conguests. 1In pr1n01ple you mlght imagine the spoils
being divided among the conquering Arabs in a free-for-all over
which the state exer01sed no control, and from which it drew no
benefit. Or you might imagine the state asserting total central
control over all resources, But what would you say is actually
happenlng according to Tabari’s account, and why? Also, is there
anythlng about what Tabari tells us that looks like the
retrojection of the concerns of a later period?
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7.1
Extracts on the conquests

(1) oOutline chronclogy

I. ARABIA:

Hijazi oases: Y,
628 Khaybar and Fadak
630 Mecca
631 Ta‘if

Hijazi nomads:
630 X Hunayn

beyond the Hijaz:
630 expedition to Tabuk '
630-2 "delegations”
633 X 'Aqraba‘' v

II. PERSIAN EMPIRE etc,:

Iraq:
633-4 raids
634~7 overrunning

637 X Qadisiyya 7
Iran:

642 X Nihawand

650 Marw

further east:
706-15 Transoxania
710-13 Sind

ITE. BYZANTINE EMPIRE etc,:
Syria:

633-4 raids
634-6 overrunning (southern Syria)

636 X Yarmuk !
Anatolia and Constantinople (non-congquest):
6407 first Arab incursion
644 invaders reach Amorium
649 Arabs build fleet
655 X the Masts
663 Arabs first winter in Anatolia

674-8 slege of Constantinople

717-18 siege of Constantinople
further west:

639-42 Egypt {(and Cyrenaica)

647 first incursion into Ifrigiya
670 conquest of Ifrigiya

681 incursion to Atlantic

70672 Algeria and Morocco submit

711~12 conquest of Spain



{(2) Extracts

A. Religious congquest:; the Israelite conception

1. [God addresses Abraham:] "And I will give unto thee, and to
thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I

will be their God."
(Genesis 17:8)
N\\q\

2. "And the Lord spake unto Moses... saying: ... and behold the
land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for

a possession."
(Deuteronomy 32:48f)

3. '"When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then
proclaim peace unto it. And it shall be, if it make thee
answer of peace... that all the people that is found therein
shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve thee.
And if it will make no peace with thee... thou shalt smite
every male thereof with the edge of the sword: but the women,
and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the
city,... shalt thou take unto thyself...."

(Depteronomy 20:10-15)

4. "But in the cities of these people, which the Lord thy God
doth give thee for thine inheritance, thou shalt save alive
nothing that breatheth, But thou shalt utterly destroy them:
namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the

Canaanites....®
(Deuteronomy 20:16f)

5. "And thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the

Lord thy God hath given thee."
(Deuteronomy 20:14)

—

B. An Afmenian)source on the conquest of Palestine (written 660s)

"As the command came from on high, they all united under the
authority of a single man, under a single law, and,
abandoning vain cults, returned to the living God who had
revealed himself to their father Abraham.... Mahmet [said to
them): ‘God has promised this land to Abraham and his
posterity after him forever; He acted according to His
promise while he loved Israel. Now you, you are the sons of
Abraham and God fulfills in you the promise made to Abrahan
and his posterity. only love the God of Abraham, go and take
possession of your country which God gave to your father
Abraham, and none will be able to resist you in the struggle,
for God is with you.’ .... Then they sent an embassy to the
emperor of the Greeks, saying: ‘God has given this land as a
heritage to our father Abraham and his posterity after him;
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we are the children of Abraham; you have held our country
long enough; give it up peacefully, and we will not invade
your territory; otherwise we will retake with interest what

you have taken.’"
(SghEch 94-6)

C. Muslim attitudes to the conquests

1. "Shu’ba related to us from Waqid ibn Muhammad who said: I
, have heard my father relate from Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger
L of God said: ’I have been commanded to fight against people
\’ until they testify that there is no god but God and that
Jﬂj \  Muhammad is the Messenger of God, perform the prayer, and pay
RV the alms-tax. When they do thlS, they render their blood and

W : their property inviolate to me except as prescribed by

w4 Islam....'"
/ (Bukhari, iman 24 = 1:29)
¥
’ 2. "Fight those who believe not in God and the Last Day and do

not forbid what God and His Messenger have forbidden—such
nen as practlse not the religion of truth, belng of those who
have been given the Book—until they pay trlbute (jizya) out

of hand and have been humbled M =
(Koran 9:29)

3. "Yahya ibn Sa’id related to me from Ja’far ibn Muhammad from
his father who said: ’‘Umar said: ’I don’t know what to do
with the Zoroastrians, since they’re not people of the Book."
'Abd al-Rahman ibn ’Awf told him: ’I heard the Messenger of
God say: "Treat them the _same way as the people ~of the

Book. MWtn o~ S— _—
v (Abu 'Ubayd Amwal, no. 78)
4. [Instructions of the first Caliph Abu Bakr:] "Do not betray,

or misappropriate any part of the booty; do not practice
treachery or mutilation. Do not kill a young child, an old
man, or a woman. Do not uproot or burn palms or cut down
fruitful trees. Do not slaughter a sheep or a cow or a

camel, except for food."
(Tabari I/1850 in Lewis, Islam, 1:213)

5. "Abu ‘Ubayd says: We find that the traditions from the
Messenger of God and the Caliphs after him deal with the
conguest of [new] lands under three headings:

~ [1]) Land in return for [continued possession of] which
the people [living] on it converted to Islam: this is their
absolute property..

[2] Land conquered under a peace [agreement specifying] a
fixed tribute: this [continues to be regulated] by the terms

of the peace....



4

[3] Land taken by force: this is the category about which
the Muslims have disagreed. [a)] Some say: it is to be
treated in the same way as booty—one fifth is given [to the
Caliph] and the other four fifths are divided up among the
particular people who conguered it. [b] Others say: it is
for the Caliph to consider and decide what should be done

with it. If he wants to declare it booty... as the Messenger
of God did with Khaybar, he has the right to do this. If he
prefers to declare it the common property... of the Muslims

at large as long as they last, as ’‘Umar did with the Sawad

[of Iraq}, he does so."
(Abu ’‘Ubayd, Amwal, 57)

"Ibn ‘Uyayna informed us from Zuhri from Sa’id ibn al-
Musayyab from Abu Hurayra that the Prophet said: ‘When
Khusraw dies, there will be no Khusraw after him; when Caesar
dies, there will be no Caesar after him. By Him who holds my
soul in his hand, you will expend their treasures in the way
of God!'n

(Bayhaqi, Sunan, 9:177.5)
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8.0
Introductory statement

8. Wed Oct 11 The early Caliphate and the first civil war

Extracts on the early Caliphate
The contestants abandon the Hijaz
The Battle of the Camel

The appeal to scripture

Romance and assassination

eolocoolieollss]
G d W=

For the outline of events, you can go back to the last part
of Lewis, chapter 3. Reading 8.1 gives you an outline
chronology, followed by extracts bearing on the character of the
Islamic state prior to the first civil war, and a couple which
invite you to compare the Arabs and the Germans as congerors of
the world of late antiquity (the Arabs in the east, the Germans
in the west).

The rest of the readings are concerned entirely with the
first civil war. All are taken from Tabari. They give you
close-ups of some of the key trends and events of the period as

recorded in later Arabic historical writing. The first thing you

need to do is to locate each extract in terms of the story as
outlined by Lewis (for Reading 8.2, see Lewis p. 61; for Reading
8.3, see Lewis, pp. 61-2; for Reading 8.4, see Lewis, p. 63; for
Reading 8.5, see Lewis, p. 64). Your task is then to pick out
the significant historical points from these often engaging and
poignant narratives. And again’, consider what, if anything,
1looks like it might not be true.
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8.1
Extracts on the early Caliphate

(1) Outline chronology

I. Broad chronoloqy

632-56 political unity
656-61 first civil war
661- restored political unity

II. The reigns of the Orthodox (or Patriarchal) Caliphs

632-4 Abu Bakr
634-44 "Umar
644-56 ’Uthman
656-61 "Alil

III. The first civil war

656 killing of ‘Uthman by Egyptians

656 succession dispute in Hijaz (*Ali vs Talha etc.)
656 X Camel (’Ali defeats Talha etc.)

657 X _Siffin (’Ali doesn’t defeat Mu’awiya)

658 X Nahrawan (’Ali defeats the Kharijites)

661 killTing of ‘Ali by a Kharijite

(2) Extracts

A. The character of the central government in Medina

1. "0 believers, raise not your voices above the Prophet’s
voice, and be not loud in your speech to him, as you are loud

to one another."
(Koran 49:2)

2. [The caliph Abu Bakr:] "Obey me as long as I obey God among
you, and when I disobey, don’t obey me. You have no duty of
obedience to me in anything I command you which entails

disobedience [to God]." ;
(Maliki, Riyad, 395.1) | 27

..

3. "Mutarrif transmitted from Malik that he said: There was no
prison and no guards in the time of the Messenger of God, nor
in that of Abu Bakr and ’‘Umar; the first to establish them
was Mu’awiya." e S -

- (‘Abd al-Malik ibn Habib, Ta‘rikh, no. 343)J v

1



4. "Then ‘Uthman enlarged and expanded the mosque [in Medina].
Some people sold him [the extra land), but others refused and
shouted at him, He ordered them to be sent to prison, saying
‘/Umar used to do this to you and you didn’t make this

fugg. "
(ibid., no. 317)

B. The introduction of the Hiiri calendar

1. "Waqidi said: In this year [15 A.H. = A.D. 636] ’‘Umar started
recording the year;—after-hé-had ruled for two-and“a-half
years., This was because previously the Arabs had not
recofded the years according to any particular system. The
would date things with reference to a drought or some such
event, Then came the incident of the eléphant’; and they
would date from that, then came the building of. the Ka‘ba; so
the Arabs continued in this way till the time of ‘Umar, who

rgonggg;gg,hhgaiggggmgf the non-Arabs, established registers,
ollected taxes, and allocated stipends."
(ibid., no. 290)

2 "Umayya ibn Khalid al-Azdi related to us that Qurra al-Dawsi
related from Muhammad ibn Sirin, who said: A man came up to
'Umar ibn al-Khattab and said: ‘You should date things’.
‘Umar replied: ‘How do you mean "date"?’ The man sald: ‘It’s

> something the non-Arabs do—they write "month this of year
that".’ ‘Umar answered: ‘That sounds good. Do it.’  Then he
said: ’‘What year shall we start from?’ Some said ’from the
calling of the Prophet’; others said: ’‘from his death’., Then
they settled on the hijra."
(ibid., no. 291)

C. The central government and provincial taxation

1. "The people of Medina should not take stipends, for this
wealth [of Egypt] is for those who fought for it and for
these old men from among the Companions of the Messenger of

God."
42 | (Hinds, "Murder', 457)
2. "When Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr was killed in Egypt, ’Amr_ibn al-

;ngseized control of it and Mu’awiya’s cause prevailed. But
“"Amr sent nothing from Egypt to Mu’awiya. Mu’awiya’s people
used to ask him to write to ’‘Amr about the gifts of Egypt,
and he used to answer, ‘’‘Amr is a willful, greedy, grasping

—/man; therefore excuse me from writing to him. You can write
to him’—and they used to write to him, and he did not send

them anything."
(Lewis, Islam, 2:22)




4

"When ‘Umar conguered the Sawad and Ahwaz, the Muslims
advised him to divide up the Sawad, and the people of Ahwaz,
and the cities which had been congquered. ‘Umar then replied,
"What will remain then for those Muslims who are yet to
come?" And so he left the land with its inhabitants, and
imposed the jizya upon them, and took the kharaj from the

landg. ™"
(Abu Yusuf, Kharaji, 28, in Bonner handout)

D. A comparison: the Germans

1.

¥

N

"On matters of minor importance only the chiefs debate; on

major affairs, the whole community.... Except in case of
accident or emergency, they assemble on certain partlcular
days.... It is a drawback of their independent spirit that

they do not take a summons as a command: instead of coming to
a meeting all together, they waste two or three days, by their
unpunctuallty. When the assembled crowd thinks fit, they
take their seats fully armed. Silence is then commanded by
the priests, who on such occaSLOns have power to enforce
obedience. Then such hearing is glven to the king or state-
chief as his age, rank, mllltary dlstlnctlon or eloguence can
secure—more because hlS advice carries weight than because
he has the power to command. If a proposal displeases then,
the people shout their dissent; if they approve, they clash
their spears,

(Tacitus (writing A.D. 98), Germania, §11)

"For I have myself, while at the town of Bethlehem in
Palestine, heard a certain man of Narbo [Narbonne in southern
France), who had served with distinction under Theodosius and
who also was a pious, sensible and serious person, tell the
blessed prlest Jerome that he himself had been a very
intimate friend of Athaulf [Visigothic ruler 410-15] at
Narbo, and that he had often heard what the latter, when in
good spirits, health and temper, was accustomed to answer in
reply to questions. It seems that at first he ardently
desired to blot out the Roman name and to make all the Roman
territory a Gothic empire in fact as well as in name, so
that, to use the popular expressions, Gothia should take the
place of Romania, and he, Athaulf, should become all that
Caesar Augustus had once been. Having discovered from long
experience that the Goths, because of their unbridled
barbarism, were utterly incapable of obeying laws, and yet
believing that the state ought not to be deprived of laws
without which a state is not a state, he chose to seek for
himself at least the glory of restoring and increasing the
renown of the Roman name by the power of the Goths, wishing
to be looked upon by posterity as the restorer of the Roman
Empire, since he could not be its transformer. On this

account he strove to refrain from war and to promote peace.

[N Y
i
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He was helped especially by his wife, Placidia [captive
sister of the Roman emperor], who was a woman of the keenest
1nte111gence and of exceptlonal piety; by her persuasion and
advice he was guided in all measures leading to good
government.!

(Orosius, History against the pagans, trans. Raymond, 396)
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