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Introductory statement

9. Mon Oct 16 The Umayyad dynasty

Txt: Lewis, ch. 4

9.1 Events of the years 91 and 92
9.2 Events of the year 126

9.3 Extracts on the Umayyad period

We now come to the first Islamic dynasty, that of the
Umayyads (ruled 661~750); more precisely, it consists of two sub-
dynasties, the Sufyanids and the Marwanids, with the break in
684. The chapter from Lewis gives you an outline of Umayyad
history.

Readings 9.1 and 9.2 give you a sample of Tabari’s coverage
of the Umayyad period. (The account of the year 91 is
incomplete, as I have cut a long section on Qutayba‘’s militar
activities on the north-eastern frontier.) Refer back to Lewils
as follows: pp. 78-9 for the conquests of the early eighth
century; pp. 75-6 for the pietistic opposition in the Hijaz; and
p. 81 for the last years of the dynasty. With the second
reading, it is more important for you to pick out significant
themes than to stay on top of all the complexities of the
narrative. Here are a couple of questions you should think about
in reading this material. One concerns the fact that Tabari’s
coverage is very uneven: some events that sound gquite important
to us are dismissed in a sentence, others are the subject of long
and detailed narratives., How come? The second guestion is what
these readings can tell us about the extent and nature of the
opposition the Umayyads faced. Note that the two readings relate
to significantly different periods: the first falls in the reign
of wWwalid I (ruled 705-15), a time at which the Umayyads were
firmly in the saddle; the second relates to a period in which
Umayyad power was going to pieces.

Reading 9.3 starts with a kind of chronological map which
should help to give you a sense of where we are and where we are
going in terms of the overall shape of the political history of
our period. It then provides a series of extracts mostly about
what might be called political ideology: that of the Umayyad
Caliphs on the one hand, and that of their sectarian enemies
(Kharijites and Shi’ites) on the other. How does this material
compare with the expressions of the Iranian imperial tradition
which we met earlier in the course? By way of comparison with
the views of the sectarians, I’ve added a couple of anecdotes
about one of my favorite Sunni scholars.
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9.3
Extracts on the Umayyad period

(1) outline chronology etc. of the Islamic state

I. Rulers and dvnasties

622~32 the Prophet

632-61 the Patriarchal Caliphs
661-750 the Umayyad dynasty
750-1258 the ‘Abbasid dynasty

IT. Unity and disunity

622-56 Medinese state

656-61 First Civil War
661-84 Sufyanid state

684-92 Second Civil War
692-744 Marwanid state

744-50 Third civil war
750-811 early ‘Abbasid state

811-19 Fourth Civil wWar
819-61 middle ’‘Abbasid state

861-70 anarchy and disintegration
870-908 late ‘Abbasid state

908~-45 irreversible decline

IIT1. The maipn Muslim sects

MUSLIMS
KHARIJITES SUNNIS SHI’ITPES
Azariqga Zaydis
Ibadis Imamis
Sufrites Isma‘’ilis
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{2) The Caliphal perspective

A. A coin of the Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik (A.H. 75 = A.D. 694-5)

[The coin shows the standing Caliph, bearded and in Arab
head~dress, with his right hand resting on his sword-hilt.
On the left is written:]
amir al-mu‘minin (Commander of the Faithful)
[and on the right:]
khalifat Allah (Deputy of God).
(Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, dust-jacket}

B. A letter of the Caliph Walid II (written 743)

"Then God deputed His caliphs over the path of His
prophethood... for the implementation of His decree, the
establishment of His normative practice and restrictive
statutes, and for the observance of His ordinances and His
rights... providing for equity among His servants and putting
His lands to right, [doing all these things] through them.
"God (blessed and exalted is He) says, ’and if God had not
kept back the people, socme by means of others, surely the
earth would have been corrupted; but God is bounteous to
mankind’ [Koran 2:251].

"So the caliphs of God followed one another, in charge of
that which God had caused them to inherit from His prophets,
and over which He had deputed them. Nobody can dispute their
right without God casting him down, and nobody can separate
from their polity without God destroying him, nor can anyone
hold thelr government in contempt or query the decree of God
concernlng them [the Caliphs] without God placxng him in
their power and glVlng them mastery over him, thus making him

an example and a warning to others."
(Walid II in Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 120)

(3) The Khariijite perspective

C. A speech by a Kharijite rebel in the later 740s

"Then ’Ali... took charge. He acted in a proper manner until
he established arbitration concerning the book of God and had
doubts about His religion.... Then there took charge
Mu’awiya.... He made the servants of God slaves, the
property of God something to be taken by turns, and His
religion a cause of corruption.... Then the squint-eyed
Hisham took charge. He scattered stipends about and
appropriated the common property [of the Musllms].... These
Banu Unayya are parties of waywardness. Their might is self-
magnlflcatlon. They arrest on SUSplClon make decrees
caprlclously, kill in anger, and judge by passing over crimes
without punishment. They take the alms tax from the
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incorrect source and make it over to the wrong people.
(They say:} ‘The land is our land, the property is our

property, and the people are our slaves,'™"
(Abu Hamza in Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 129-32)

D. Najda and his followers (eastern Arabia, 687)

"So his followers demanded that he repent, which he did. But
then a group of them thought better of having asked him to
repent, so they said to him: ‘We were wrong to ask you to
repent, since you’re a rightful ruler (imam). We’ve repented
of it; so now you have to repent of your repentance and [what
is more] require that those who asked you to repent should
{themselves] repent [of havmng asked you to}. If you don’t,
we’re through with you.’ So he went out and [announced in
public that he) repented of his repentance. His followers

then began to argue among themselves."
(Ash’ari, Magalat, 92)

(4) The Shi’ite perspective

E. A coin of the rebel ’Abdallah ibn Mu’awiva (minted 744-5)

"In the name of God! This coin was struck in Rayy in the
year 127. By order of the commander ‘Abdallah ibn Mu‘fawiya.
‘Say: I do not ask of you a wage for this, except love for

the kinsfolk’" [Koran 42:23)
(Wurtzel, "Coinage of the revolutionaries", 189)

F. Zayd ibn ‘Ali (killed 740) on the family of the Prophet

"Know that the reason why people have been afflicted with
sedition, controversy and confusion is... that they have not
recognised the superiority of the family of the Prophet over
them, failing to acknowledge that they [the family of the
Prophet] possess it through their kinship with the Prophet;
and [that they have not recognised their) knowledge of the
Book [of God], failing to learn anything of what they have to

say about it."
(Zayd ibn ‘Ali, Safwa, f. 4a)
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G.

(5) Sunni radicalism

Ibn Farrukh (died 791-2) and rebellion against the state

1.

"A man I regard as trustworthy told me that Rawh ibn Hatim
[the governor of Ifriqiya] once sent for ‘Abdallah ibn
Farrukh to appoint him to the office of judge. When he
arrived, he said to him:

"’I’ve heard it said that you hold with rebellion against
us.’

"Ibn Farrukh replied that he did, and Rawh was perturbed
by this. Ibn Farrukh told him:

"/I hold with it provided [one has the support of)] 317
men—the number of those who were at {the Battle of)
Badr—all of them better men than myself.’

"Rawh retorted:

"’In that case we need have no fears that you’ll ever

rebel against us.’"
(Abu “l1-’Arab, Tabagat, 108)

"Ibn Farrukh had wanted to rebel against Muhammad ibn Mugatil
al-’Akki [an earlier governor of Ifriqiya}. This ‘Akki was a
bad man—he was the one who flogged Buhlul ibn Rashid [a
respected religious scholar]. So Ibn Farrukh’s companions
promised him that they would show up for a rebellion at the
gate of Tunis. Ibn Farrukh turned up at the appointed place,
but they stood him up. Only Muhammad ibn Yasuta and Abu
Muhriz the judge showed up, so he thought better of it and

did not rebel.t
(Ibid., 109)
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