AMS 2270: Twentieth-Century American Culture

Fall 2018
Paper Assignment


Paper Deadlines:

· 1 page proposal (typed) outlining your topic, theme and planned connection in the paper is due in class on Monday, October 15th (see below for details)

· Paper copy of your complete first draft in class due on Wednesday, November 7th 
· The paper should be between 4-5 pages (typed, double-spaced, 12-pt font, 1 inch margins)

· Remember, a good paper has introductory and concluding paragraphs and a clear thesis.  It is well organized by paragraphs and has no grammatical errors.  Do your best to think analytically and to write clearly, and I will offer constructive criticism.  

· Final drafts are due on Canvas by 5pm Monday, December 3rd --You must submit the complete final draft as an electronic copy of your paper to the assignment link on Canvas.  All papers will be checked for plagiarism!

The goal is to have you analyze a primary source and relate it to what you have learned through lectures and readings. How does your chosen source show specific ideas from 20th century America? You must narrow the focus by creating a thesis which focuses on a particular problem or issue that you want to discuss in your paper.  THIS IS NOT A RESEARCH PAPER.  You are not to look up information on the internet and restate what has already been written.  The ideas and connections you make between your chosen source and the relevant cultural movements/characteristic themes may NOT be researched, unless directed otherwise, and can only come from your observations, the lectures, class discussions, images from the power points, and the video clips seen in class.  Use descriptive examples from the source as evidence for the associations you make. 
Step One:

Identify a primary source to analyze.  Choose one primary source option from the list below

Film options:

1. Modern Times 

2. Little Caesar
3. To Kill a Mockingbird (also a book)

4. The Grapes of Wrath (also a book)
5. Of Mice and Men (also a book)
6. Manchurian Candidate (1962 version only!)
7. Fail Safe
8. Ghosts of Mississippi
9. The Help
Book options: 

10. Upton Sinclair, The Jungle https://learn.usf.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_2_1&url=%2Fwebapps%2Fblackboard%2Fexecute%2Flauncher%3Ftype%3DCourse%26id%3D_467929_1
11. Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives   http://www.authentichistory.com/1898-1913/2-progressivism/2-riis/
12. Jack London, Call of the Wild     http://www.gutenberg.org/files/215/215-h/215-h.htm
Step Two:

Write a 1-2 page (TYPED) proposal telling me about the primary source you plan on using.
The point of the proposal is to inform me what your final paper will be about.  It should be 1-2 pages long, typed, double spaced.  

Suggestions for writing the proposal: (based on http://hubpages.com/hub/How-To-Write-A-Proposal-Essay)

1. Introduction:  Introduce your primary source.  Include a brief summary or description of what the work is about.  Example:  The book, Cheaper by the Dozen, is the story of an efficiency expert, Frank Gilbreth, and his family set in the early 20th century.  You may not write about Cheaper by the Dozen, but you can elaborate more about your own source material and the introduction in your own proposals.)

2. Statement of Purpose (also plan of action):  What connection to the class material do you see in your primary source?  Example:  Throughout the book, Cheaper by the Dozen reflects the progressive era ideas of efficiency, the use of behavioral psychology in parenting, and changing values associated with the “Jazz Age.”  (Of course, you can elaborate—highly suggested! -- as needed in your own proposal.)

3. Write a tentative thesis statement for your paper.  


What is a Thesis Statement? “A thesis is the central argument of your project. It is the idea you will demonstrate as you write your own independent analysis. The thesis is not a statement of fact, so it is not readily accepted at face value. The thesis requires explanation, evidence, and analysis to support it. Your thesis may not say, for instance, that the 1960s were a period of tremendous change. An appropriate thesis is not a simple statement based on common knowledge; a thesis should have some degree of novelty. It should provide insight into America’s identity, character, and values. What does your investigation into this topic reveal about us as a nation at a particular time? Above all, your thesis should reflect the depth of insight you’ve gained through your research. If your thesis is common knowledge, or something you could have written prior to doing extensive research, it is not complex enough to succeed as a central argument for this paper.”

How to choose a topic/develop a thesis

(from http://spannamericanstudies.wiki.lovett.org/Research+Paper+Packet)

CHOOSE A TOPIC THAT IS NEITHER TOO NARROW, NOR TOO BROAD

Selecting a broad topic for your research project is simply not enough to produce a good paper. To narrow your topic appropriately, you must begin to read about the topic that interests you—not just in the encyclopedia or on random websites, but in reputable scholarly sources.

TO BEGIN, STATE YOUR TOPIC IN THE FORM OF A RESEARCH QUESTION
Frame a central question that you will try to answer while doing your research. Answering this question will help you develop a clear thesis for your paper. In large part, this project is about you delving deeply into a topic by researching multiple aspects of it, finding some aspect of it that interests you or that no one has mentioned, and coming up with an original argument about a specific area within the broad topic. Your paper must be more than a simple narration of events; it should attempt to prove or verify an arguable thesis. 

	Broad Topic
(NOT ENOUGH)
	Narrowed topic
(NEEDED)
	Arguable Thesis

	The Five Points Neighborhood in New York
	The media’s role in mythologizing New York slums and the reality behind the myth 
	The Five Points neighborhood of New York was a slum filled with poverty, violence, and vice, but the “Penny Press’ romanticized it for the upper classes by making the myth even worse than the reality.

	The Hollywood ‘It’ Girl
	The Ziegfield girl as the precursor to the Hollywood ‘It’ Girl.
	The Ziegfield girl of the nineteenth century is the model for the Hollywood ‘It’ Girl—more famous for her offstage tragedies than for her talent.

	Disney Princesses
	Disney Princesses as reflections of women’s progress in America *You would have to be more specific to films/princesses
	While early Disney princesses* reflected Walt Disney’s personal vision of what the ideal woman should be--a vision paralleling society’s unrealistic model for women--those princesses that emerged after his death began to reflect the developing self-reliance and independence of the American woman.

	Betty Boop
	Animation as a as a means of escape during the 1930’s
	Introduced in the early 1930’s as inexpensive entertainment or post-newsreel distractions, animation provided symbolic escape for Americans downtrodden by economic depression and the horrors of wartime.


Step Three:

Write your analysis.

· Write a 4-5 page (typed, double-spaced, 12-pt font, 1 inch margins) analytical paper connecting your primary source to the class material.  How does your chosen source reflect the time period/cultural values it depicts?
· Remember, a good paper has introductory and concluding paragraphs and a clear thesis.  It is well organized by paragraphs and has no grammatical errors.  

· Do not summarize or simply describe your source.  This is an analytical paper!  However, you should fully support your ideas with examples/descriptive details from your primary source.
Analysis vs. Summary (from http://www.westga.edu/~bjames/Analysis%20vs.%20summary%20doc.pdf.)
YES! (  ANALYSIS is examination, evaluation, dissection, interpretation, original opinion, reading between the lines, connecting to other knowledge, etc. It is the goal of most expository essays. The analyzer starts with a quotation or question and uses it to show his/her understating and interpretation.

NO (SUMMARY is recapitulation, review, retelling a story or scene without original thoughts or interpretations. Summary is not the goal of expository essays. It is usually easier than analysis because it requires less thought. Assume that the reader of your essay knows the story and needs just the slightest reminder.

Strive for 90% interpretation and 10% summary in your expository writing.

Here is an example of summary (to be avoided) and analysis (to be practiced):

Quotation:

As Gatsby is driving Nick to lunch, he notices a change in his manner; “We hadn’t reached West Egg Village before Gatsby began leaving his elegant sentences unfinished and slapping himself indecisively on the knee of his caramel-colored suit. ‘Look here, old sport,’ he broke out surprisingly. What’s your opinion of me anyhow?’”(69).

Summary: Nick is riding with Gatsby to lunch. He notices that Gatsby is speaking differently, leaving his sentences unfinished. Gatsby asks Nick what he thinks of him.

(Notice that there is no opinion or interpretation in this statement. It adds nothing to our understanding of the passage.)

Analysis: In this scene, we see a break in Gatsby’s affected calm. Nick had noticed previously that he “pick[ed] his words with care”(53); now he leaves sentences unfinished. His agitation is seen also in his physical movements, as he “slap[s] himself indecisively on the knee”(69). Gatsby is making plans to meet Daisy again, and his change in manner is brought on by his nervousness about seeing her. Gatby’s insecurity about what Daisy might think of him after all these years leads him to ask Nick for his opinion of him, a fact which surprises Nick because it is such a change from Gatsby’s usual aloof confidence. In fact, Gatsby is so rattled as he draws near the critical moment in achieving his dream that he is unable even to be direct with Nick. Instead of just asking him if Nick would plan a meeting, he arranges for “Miss Baker [to] speak to [him] about this matter”(72). This is a crucial moment in Gatsby’s life, and its weight is illustrated in his unusual behavior. 
I am available to look over any draft of your paper in progress.  However, you will need to schedule an appointment with me and bring a paper copy to my office.  I am unable to review any electronic draft of your paper.

� http://spannamericanstudies.wiki.lovett.org/Research+Paper+Packet





*if you would like to write about a primary source not on this list, you MUST have it approved by me. 
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