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For decades, immigration has been a hallmark for the United States political debate as policymakers take into consideration competing for security, economic and humanitarian concerns. Despite this, Congress is unable to reach an agreement on immigration reforms. With this, major immigration policy decisions have been settled by the judicial and the executive branches of the federal government which has fueled further the debate in the halls of the state governments (Fletcher & Renwick, 2018). Besides, the debate on immigration policy has divided American citizens many of whom opt for drastic actions to curb illegal immigration. The election of President Donald J. Trump in 2016 was the hallmark of extraordinary actions to curtail immigration including the temporary ban on Muslims, deportation of millions of undocumented immigrants and the controversial plan of constructing a border wall. With over 43 million immigrants in the U.S, they constitute 14% of the American population (Fletcher & Renwick, 2018). Considerably, the number of undocumented immigrants stands at 11 million but has leveled off after the 2008 economic crisis. In the wake of the enacted restrictions calling for the deportation of the illegal immigrants, it is imperative to note that its existence poses positive implications to the U.S (Fletcher & Renwick, 2018). Faulty arguments against immigration are often used by the nativist circles in the U.S, assertions that are wrong (Khoi, 2018). Given the fact that the immigrants are human, they should be given the opportunity to live peacefully in the U.S. Thus, the apparent detrimental effects of immigration effects in the U.S are offset by the benefits it poses including cheap labor, economic growth and increase in tax revenues.

The 14% representation of immigrants in the U.S represented a steady rise from 1970 when there were less than 10 million immigrants (Fletcher & Renwick, 2018). With the rise of illegal immigration, Trump’s administration enacted drastic actions to stop movement in the southern border. Notably, this was attributed to a 26% drop in the number of illegal immigrants apprehended in 2017 (Fletcher & Renwick, 2018). The newly adopted policies are based on the notion that illegal immigrants take American jobs, lower the wages and hurt the poor. Despite being the commonly used argument against immigration, evidence rebuts this assertion. First, the displacement effect of immigration is minute and does not affect the natives (Jaumotte, Koloskova & Saxena, 2016). Besides, most immigrants are attracted to the growing regions of the country thereby increasing the demand and supply aspects of the economy. Considerably, the impact of the immigrants on American wages is small given the fact that most immigrants compete against each other (Jaumotte, Koloskova & Saxena, 2016). With this, the effect on the less-skilled Native Americans is small or positive as they are provided with better employment opportunities. As such, the assertions on immigration impact on American wages is deceitful. 

Immigrants are willing and able to take jobs that most native-Americans are unable. The individuals wielding the anti-immigrant presumption that immigrants are taking American jobs have an oversimplified view of the job market (Newland, 2017). With most of the undocumented immigrants lacking the necessary skills, they are ready to partake jobs that most Americans workers do not want. Reports highlight that as ICE increases crackdown on the undocumented immigrants, most of their working positions are left unfilled. For example, out of the estimated 2 million farm workers in California, 1.5 million are undocumented immigrants (Khoi, 2018). This poses the question of whether the Native Americans are ready to fill the gaps left behind after mass deportation (Newland, 2017). The increasing labor shortage in the state has led the farmers to provide additional incentives such as higher wages and healthcare packages, but this is yet to lure the Natives into taking these employment opportunities (Newland, 2017). Besides, most of the immigrants are willing to work on more risky jobs with fewer pay rates. Thus, the pathway to economic growth is enabling immigrants to reap from the much-rejected jobs and increase tax revenues for the state. 

Undocumented immigrants contribute in federal taxes thereby increasing the collected revenue. Often, it is stated that most of the undocumented immigrants do not pay taxes and only leverage of the government's welfare programs. This is an anti-immigrant assertion that is false given the fact that the Institute of Taxation and Economic Policy reported that undocumented immigrants contribute an estimated $11.7 billion in both local and state taxes (Khoi, 2018). The reports further highlight that the enactment of immigration reforms will increase tax revenue from undocumented immigrants by an estimated $2.1 billion annually (Khoi, 2018). Moreover, studies highlight that between 50 and 75% of the undocumented immigrants pay the federal income taxes. Moreover, it is estimated that this group contributes $12 billion in social security. Notably, the undocumented immigrants demonstrate their employment eligibility through the use of fake social security numbers and IDs (Khoi, 2018). Once employed, they are taxed automatically similar to other federal workers. With this, it can be acknowledged that immigration reforms are needed to ensure that all undocumented immigrants can be taxed and further increase the federal tax revenue. 

Immigration has a positive impact on the nation’s economic growth as they are ready to take jobs and increase annual federal revenue (Fassio & Ejermo, 2018). Primarily, immigration is associated with positive effects on productivity and economic boom. Studies highlight that educated and skilled immigrants tend to contribute more to the nation’s economic growth as they foster productivity (Jaumotte, Koloskova & Saxena, 2016). The increase in employment opportunities and wages is one part of the story as immigrants have a significant effect on capital investment and innovation (OECD, 2018). Besides, their presence is an organization positively impact the firm’s business operations. The integration of these factors results in significant economic growth thereby highlighting the positive implications of immigration (Fassio & Ejermo, 2018). With the sharp political differences on immigration, it is easy to sideline the positive impact it has on economic growth through innovation and capital investment (OECD, 2018). While the jobs and wages area visible part of the economy, these new factors are subtle but should not be sidelined given their positive implications. Thus, immigration has a long-term benefit of economic growth. 

In the wake of the debate over immigration, there are much divisive rhetoric’s that are punctuated by precious few facts and strong emotions. For years, immigrants have been characterized as illegals who take well-paying American jobs from the natives thereby damaging the economy (Newland, 2017). Additionally, immigrants are perceived as criminals who are fleeing captivity from their home countries thereby setting the stage for the onset of organized crime. However, the debate on immigration fails to focus more on the whole economic picture thereby propagating deluded assumptions regarding immigration. Indeed, there are apparent detrimental effects of immigration, but it is important to note that there are positive and negative implications of everything.  Therefore, the detrimental effects are offset by the benefits posed by immigration including cheap labor, economic growth, and an increase in tax revenues. 
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