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Lit 229W: World Literature, 1600-Present


  Spring/Summer 2019
Instructor:
Dr. Ray Lacina

Office/Phone:
S-29 (in the basement Fine Arts)

Phone: (989) 492-0865
E-mail:
raymondlacina@delta.edu
Office Hours: Available by appointment

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to World Lit!  A few things before we get down to the nuts and bolts of how our course will work.

I was in Olive Garden the other day, and our server launched on a little bit of a tirade about all the courses she needed to take that weren’t part of her major – especially an Arthurian Literature class.  “Maybe one of my patients will ask me about King Arthur someday” is how she wrapped things up.
I still have her a good tip.  And not just because she she’d done such a terrific job taking care of us (she had) – but also because I get it.  I understand where she’s coming from.  It’s a perfectly valid question:  “Why should I have to study literature?”
We English folk love the stuff, and I think that’s one reason we’re sometimes so bad at answering that question.  For us, the immediate response is “Why wouldn’t you want to study literature?”


But there’s more to it than that.  Literature is like circuit training.   In traditional workouts, you might do cardio one day, some weight lifting one day, some stretching one day.  In circuit training, you do them all together – making for much better results.

Let’s take our course – World Literature.  Here are some of the “muscle groups” we’ll be working on:

· Reading as a skill.  Some of this stuff will be a bit challenging – people in the 15th century didn’t write the way we do today, and translations of what they wrote can muddy the waters even further.  Learning to comprehend a challenging text will serve you throughout your academic career.  Here, you’re wrestling with lit – later, it might be a psych textbook or a nursing text.  The underlying skills you need to get the most out what you read are essentially the same.

· Writing.  Yeah.  We’ll be writing.  A lot.  For one thing, this is a “W” course – which means writing is a key component of how it’s taught.  But writing is – and I really do believe this – one of the best ways of actually thinking through things.  You never understand your thoughts better than you do after you’ve had to lay them down on paper for someone else clearly, concisely, and with support for your arguments.

· History.  Literature is written by specific people at specific times, about the world in which they find themselves.  Literature lets you see beyond just the facts of a certain period into the hearts and minds of the people who lived those facts.

· Diversity.  By getting us in the heads of people from different times, different cultures and different individual understandings, literature takes us beyond the surface of diversity (gee, isn’t Cinco de Mayo a cool holiday?), letting us hear men and women express their own unique worldview in their own words.

· Critical thinking and analysis.   These are the hammer and screwdriver of the toolkit we’ll be using to understand these works of literature.  And, though you might not use them on this specific kind of writing again after college, you’ll need them for pretty much anything else you do in life.  So once you’ve built that bench, don’t throw your tools away – Home Depot has great plans for a pantry!
And yes.  The picture does kind of look like me.

COURSE OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES

Take some time to carefully review the Outcomes and Objectives of our course.   You’ll note that two primary ideas emerge:  the  way in which literature is embedded in the culture of civilization in which it flowers, and common themes interwoven throughout the world literatures.  It’s this interplay between the specific (what makes a work of literature from China uniquely Chinese) and universality (what that work shares with another from the Americas, or India, or Russia) that makes the study of World Literature particularly fascinating.  Aside from all else we’ll explore, by the time we’ve wrapped this course, you’ll have a much better sense of how the plurality of cultures and civilizations enriches us, as well as the underlying connectedness between peoples.
I find this all very cool.  I’ll bet you will too.

GRADING

You’ll be able to see your current course grade in the Grades area of our course site.  My typical turnaround time for grading weekly work is no more than one week (and usually sooner).  The course grade will reflect four activities.  These are designed to encourage analytical thinking, offer opportunities to explore literature independently and give us a chance to share our insights on what we’re reading in group discussions.  
The grades will use a weighted system.  The final grade will be broken down thusly:
· Objective Reading Quizzes (20%)
· Discussion board posts/literature circle participation (20%)
· Group Presentation (10%)
· Critical Analysis essay (20%)
· Mid-term exam (15%)
· Final exam (15%)
COURSE POLICIES

Take some time to carefully review the Student Resources and Responsibilities document linked to in the same module as this syllabus.  Below are a few additions from the English Division and from me. 

From the English Division:

Instructor Initiated Drop for Lack of Attendance

Your English Division instructor will drop you from this course if you miss, for any reason, in excess of 2/15 of your classes for this course.  For this particular course this semester (or term) that means not taking part in one week’s worth of activities or not logging in for one week.  This is an English Division policy.

And a few of my own:

Late work:  Discussion board posts cannot be made up – they are due the week they are due.  Late papers will drop one grade for each day they are late.
LEARNING ONLINE

By deciding to take this course on-line you have chosen to participate in a relatively new kind of learning. Instead of listening to me lecturing in a traditional classroom setting, you will actively engage your subject through reading, reflection and writing.
I will be there throughout the course to offer suggestions, answer questions and provide guidance, and you should call, write or e-mail me whenever you need help.

You will, however, take the over much of the initiative in your learning. You'll decide when to do your work and when to drop by and participate in group discussions.  You'll also be able to look ahead to upcoming assignments and lectures.

That said, assignments and discussion board posts do have fixed due dates. While you can generate your essays according to your own schedule, they must be submitted on time.

The result will be a much deeper involvement with the work you’re doing, and, it is expected, a much deeper understanding of your subject once you’ve completed this course. Throughout you will rely on this course guide to direct your studies, and will complete several essays in order to deepen your analysis of the literature you’re reading (and to give the professor something with which to evaluate you).

REALLY, REALLY IMPORTANT NOTES (REALLY!):

In order to succeed, you'll need to check into the course regularly -- at least every other day or so -- and check your Delta Webmail account regularly as well. Do not use Desire2Learn to send/receive email. Although D2L will let you send a message, it doesn't receive e-mail -- which means if you e-mail me from D2L, you'll never hear back! My response (or anyone else's, for that matter) will be forwarded automatically to your Delta Webmail.

Be sure when you check in to read the Announcements carefully. Any additions or changes to our schedule will be posted there. I'll also outline what's coming up and go into greater detail about anything with which some of you might be struggling. Nothing annoys me more someone asking me a question I've just answered in great detail in the announcements. Well, maybe a poke in the eye with a sharp stick. But it's close.

Finally, and most importantly: if you're feeling lost or confused, contact me. Stop by my office. Call. E-mail. Post to the Help!!! forum. But don't wait! It's very easy to slip behind -- and sometimes very hard to catch up. I'm here if you need me. Don't forget it.
WHAT YOU’LL NEED

Textbook

The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Shorter Third Edition
Regular computer access. You should duck into the course at least once a day. It’s a good idea to identify a backup computer in case your primary system crashes. Which happens. Libraries typically offer free computer access, as does Delta College – just check on the Spring hours for the LLIC before heading out to campus.



Schedule of Readings
Please note that this list is tentative, and may be subject to change.
Specifics of each week’s readings will be posted in the weekly checklists in eLearning.
	Meeting
	Activities

	Week 1
	Introductions

Journey to the West

	Week 2
	The Love Suicides at Amijima; selected haiku
 

	Week 3
	Tartuffe; from The Vindication of the Rights of Women

	Week 4
	Candide

	Week 5
	Faust

	Week 6
	Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass
Mid-term Exam

	Week 7
	19th Century Lyric Poetry 





	Week 8
	Notes from the Underground
“Separate Ways”

“Punishment”





	Week 9
	“The Dead”; “Diary of a Madman”; “The Road to Salvation” “The Garden of Forking Paths”

	Week 10
	Modern Poetry
Selected poems by Yeats, Rilke, Eliot, Neruda
Group Presentation Due

	Week 11
	Postcolonial Literature
Poems from Senghor; “Notes of a Native Son”; “Zaabalawi”; “Identity Card”



	Week 12
	“Yellow Woman”; “The Deep River: A Story of Ancient Tribal Migration”; “Man of La Mancha”
Analysis Essay Due

Final Exam


