
Plato's Euth 
I · , d · YPhro 

)ier that t 1e pious an the dear-to-the- d 
ear f h th O go s are not th 
different rom eac o er. r don ' t you rernemberJ e same but 

EUTHYPHRO. 1 do. ' . . 

Oc RATES. So aren t you aware now that y 
5 h d . . ou are assert · h 
J,at is dear to t ego s 1s p10us? Does this turn out t ing t_ at 

w but dear-to-the-gods, or not? 0 be anything 
else . 

rHYPHRO . Quite so. 
EUc RATES. Therefore either we weren ' t agreein bl 
so bl h g no y before ·t we did agree no y t en, we aren ' t setting it do ' or, 1 wn correctly 

now. I , 1·k 1 
urHYPHRO. ts 1 e y . 

:ocRA TES. Th_en we must consider again from the beginning 
what the pious 1s, .smce I will .not voluntanly give up out of cow­
ardice until I learn 1t. Do n~t dishonor me, but apply your mind in 
every way as much as possible and tell me the truth now. For if in 
fact any human ~eing knows, ~ou do, ~n~ like Proteu.s, 44 you must 

t be let go until you tell. For 1£ you d1dn t know plamly the pious 
no . h 
and the impious, there 1s no way t at you would ever have at-
tempted to prosecute an elderly man, your father, for murder on 
behalf of a hired man . Rather, as to the gods, you would have 
dreaded the risk that you would not do it correctly, and as to 
human beings, you would have been ashamed. But as it is now, I 
know well that you suppose tha t you know plainly the pious and 
the not pious. So tell me, Euthyphro, bes t of men, and don ' t hide 
what you hold it to be. 

EUTHYPHRO. Some other time, then,, Socrates. For now I am in a 
hurry to go somewhere, and it is time for me to go away. 

SOCRATES. Such things you are doing1 comrade! By leaving, you 
are throwing me down from a great hope I had: that by learning 
from you the things pious and the things not, I would be released 
from Meletus' indictment. For I hoped to show him that I have 16a 
now become wise in the divine things from Euthyphro, and that I 
~m no longer acting unadvisedly because of ignorance or making 
;nnovations concerning them, and especially that I would live bet-
er for the rest of my life. 

44Proteus an . 
answers th~ in:,mortal and unerring old man of the sea who serves the god Poseidon, 
e questions of l · 
scape by assu . morta s if he can be caught and held fast , although he attempts to 
f0ddessEidoth:n(~d~h~ shapes of animals, water, and fire . Menelaus, instructed by the 
earns h 1vine e1do " . . . • · p t d be w at he must d 5 -seen. 20), with d1ff1culty succeeds m catching ro eus an 

1/n stranded by cont 
O

to r~turn home safely after the Trojan War from Egypt, where he has 
351 -56<).) rary winds: he must offer sacrifices to Zeus and the other gods . (Odyssey 
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