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RE: Discussion 1 - Week 5

Response:
Eleanor,

Excellent post! I found the Schmitt, Realo, Voracek, and Allik (2008) article very interesting. Although the magnitude of
difference between genders varies from culture to culture, context and life experiences have been hypothesized to activate or
suppress genetic predispositions to personality (Schmitt, Realo, Voracek, & Allik, 2008). Given that biology mandates very different
roles between genders (i.e. women carry children in their womb), this does not surprise me. The experiences of women will never be
identical to those of men, nor will the biological make-up. I truly believe biology and the environment interact to form personality,

but the consistency of the big five across cultures demonstrates universality of traits.
Kati
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