
4. Education

Global Economic Issues



Education & Health as Joint Investments for 
Development

• Greater health capital may improve the 
returns to investments in education

• Greater education capital may improve 
the returns to investments in health

• Better educated mothers tend to have 
healthier children



Table 4.1  Primary School Enrollment and Pupil-Teacher 
Ratios, 2009



Figure 4.1  Age-earnings profiles by level of education: 
Venezuela, 1995



Table 4.2  Rates of return on education investment by 
level of education, country, type, and region



Figure 4.3  Private versus social benefits and 
costs of education



The Gender Gap: Women & Education

• Young females receive less education than young 
males in nearly every LDC

• Closing the educational gender gap is important 
because:
– The rate of return on women’s education is higher than that 

of men in developing countries

– It increases productivity and lowers fertility

– Educated mothers have a multiplier impact on many 
generations

– It can break the vicious cycle of poverty and inadequate 
schooling for women



The Gender Gap: Women & Education

• Millennium Development Goals (MDG) address 
inequality and we’re beginning to see the first 
stages of convergence. 

• The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) which 
are currently being developed to replace the 
MDG (expired in 2015), also address the Gender 
Gap.

• Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn



Figure 4.6  Correlation between Under-5 Mortality and 
Mother’s Education



Table 4.3 Male and Female Education Rates



Greg Mortenson on Bill Moyers Journal

• January 15, 2010 episode of Bill Moyers 
Journal

• Central Asia Institute

http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/01152010/watch2.html
http://www.ikat.org/

