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A 14-year-old from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, met his first girlfriend through a mutual friend in 

June of 2008. The United States Supreme Court has consistently held that children different than 

adults must be treated accordingly within the justice system. However, the Court has yet to apply 

this precedent to youth placed on sex offender registries. Instead majority of states still place 

youth on registries despite its detrimental impact. This article discusses the history and 

unconstitutionality of placing youth on sex offender registries and urges jurisdictions to 

reexamine their youth registration practices. 
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he longitudinal analysis demonstrated that for sex offenders released from prison both prior to 

and after implementation of SORN, there are clearly two distinguishable groups of sex offenders 

in relation to patterns of recidivism. More than three-quarters of sex offenders were identified as 

at low risk of recidivism, with low rates of repeat criminal offenses. By contrast, the high-risk 

group of offenders was not only more likely to commit future criminal offenses, including sex 



offenses, but they were also more likely to commit significantly more offenses and to do so 

quickly following release.  
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The passage of these three new laws in New Jersey and in many other states, in addition to that 

which is yet to come, reflects a substantial sea change in legislative emphasis, and perhaps in 

judicial emphasis as well, toward greater protection of vulnerable women and children from 

sexual assault which necessarily results in some diminution of the civil liberties of sex offenders, 

raising difficult constitutional and moral questions concerning the balance to be struck between 

these two antithetical values. 
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Now Awaiting Sentencing; The 80-Year-Old Actor Facing Up To 10 Years of Prison For Each 

Sexual Assault Charges; White House Withdraws Ronny Jackson Nomination For V.A. 

Secretary; President Trump Blasts Democrats For Stalling On All His Nomination And Says 

Democrats Are Obstructionist 

 

 

 

 


