Study Guide for the Classical Period (1750-1820)
Timeline of the Classical Period: (found on page 152 of your textbook).  
· 1751 Publication of the French Encyclopedia begins

· 1756-1763 Seven Years’ War was a clash in Europe between the French and English over colonial territory and wealth.  The war eventually led into the Revolutionary War.
· 1760-1820 The Industrial Revolution (The Industrial Revolution was a time in the 18th century when many important inventions were made such a:
1) the steam engine in 1769 by James Watt from Scotland designs a more efficient steam engine which powered the first trains, steamboats, and factories. 
2) Eli Whitney creates the cotton gin, a machine that makes it much easier to separate cotton seeds from cotton fiber. Many of these inventions made work easier and cheaper. As these inventions created new manufacturing and industry, many people also moved away from farms into cities. It was a time of very rapid change in the world. There is a rise in the middle class as people are employed in the factories.
3) Spinning Jenny: a machine that spun wool quickly

4) Power Loom: wove cloths quickly.

5) Telegraph, Telephone and Sewing Machine.
· 1765-1783. American Revolution: The American Revolution was a political upheaval that took place between 1765 and 1783 during which colonists in the Thirteen American Colonies rejected the British monarchy and aristocracy, overthrew their government and began our own. 
· 1776 American Declaration of Independence

· 1789-1790 French Revolution (French people fought to free themselves of being ruled by the Monarchy. 
· 1803-1815 Napoleonic Wars (Napoleon lead the French Military against the monarchy conquering most of Europe. Then, he declared himself emperor.  He eventually abdicated the throne and exiled. 
Historical Context/Classical Period/The 18th century was a time of many changes:
Intellectually and philosophically: The 18th century was known as the age of reason and the individual, a movement called the Enlightenment.  Human reasoning replaced the need for spirituality.   People were taught to rely on their own knowledge and intellect rather than God.  All people were encouraged to become educated because as a means of gaining equality.  Enlightenment philosophers wanted all people to be treated equally and education was the best way to insure this.  Philosophers wrote give me “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” This was the foundation of modern democracy and led to the rejection of religious authority and an emphasis of Science.
Religiously: The Enlightenment rejected religion, placing an emphasis on worldliness and mysticism rather the church and clergy. New developments in science also, led to a rejection of religion.  Science grew in to a substitute religion.
Politically:  The enlightenment philosophy led to political turmoil.  This was a time of violent political upheaval marked with the Seven Years’ war, the French and American Revolutions and the Neapolitan Wars.  People fought in wars to have democracy replace absolute monarchy. Power was no longer given to one wealthy person, but each individual had an important voice. 
Socially and Educationally:  Enlightenment thought sought the universalization of art and education. Periodicals, journals, dictionaries and encyclopedias began to be published. There was an emphasis on logic, order and organization leading to music being written within musical forms.  Also, music was judged on how it contributed to the well-being of the individual and therefore, should be accessible and pleasing to the average person.  Music in the classical period was not to be too heavy or complex as it was in the Baroque period, but rather, should be light, entertaining and natural.  

Economically: There was a shift of power economically as well.  There was a shift of power and wealth from the monarchy and church to the middle class.  This was aided by The industrial revolution-the rapid development of industry that occurred in Britain in the late 18th and 19th centuries-brought about by the introduction of machinery. New technological developments such as the Steam engine and the Cotton gin aided.
Patronage of Musicians shifted from the church and courts to the middle class.  Musicians could, for the first time, make a living as free-lance musicians: Prior to this time musicians were employed either by the courts or church.  Now musicians could make a living performing and conducting in public concerts. They could compose for public concerts and were often commissioned to write works.  Musicians could teach private lessons and write articles in journals and periodicals as a source of income.  In addition, musicians published their music, which could now be massed produced and sold to the middle class.

Visual Arts Shifted:  A movement in the Visual arts which became more intimate, used light colors, used curve line and graceful ornaments.  It was elegant and simple emphasizing firm lines, symmetrical, clear structure and moralistic subject matter. 

Musical tastes shifted as well:  Music was light, pleasing and simplified.  Music sounded light and graceful in the classical period.  Music was logical and symmetrical.
The musical characteristics of the Classical Period:

1) Contrast of moods and emotions:  Classical Music fluctuated in moods within a piece of music.  For example, there may be a turbulent section leading into a carefree dance tune. 
2) Contrast of Rhythm: Classical composers used many rhythmic patterns to create a contract of mood.
3) Texture: Music in the classical period was homophonic in texture (all voices moved together). As a result, music of the classical period sounds light, pleasing, and entertaining. 
4) Melodies: Melodies are memorable because melodies in the classical period had a clear structure and were logical; the phrases were symmetrical and balanced and had question and answer phrases.  Phrases were set apart through the use of a cadence (a rest in the music).  

5) Dynamics:  Shades of emotions called for shades of dynamics.  Gradual dynamic changes became the norm.  Crescendos and decrescendos began to be used (becoming louder and softer).  
6) The development of the Piano in 1700:  Helped lead to the use of gradual dynamics. 
7) The Classical Orchestra became standard:  Strings (violins, violas, cellos, double basses) Woodwinds (flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons) Brass (French Horns and Trumpets) and Percussions (Timpani).

8) Movements: A self-contained section of a larger work.  For example,  4 movements became the norm arranged in this order (Fast, Slow, Dance-Movement- Fast).  

Instrumental Genres: (all genres are in 4 movements except for the Concerto)
1) Symphony: is a piece written for orchestra (several musicians per part). A symphony is an extended composition lasting between 20-45 minutes and exploits the range, tone color and dynamics of the orchestra. 
2) Chamber Music: Music that is designed for the intimate setting of a room (chamber) in a home or palace rather than for a public concert hall.  It is performed by a small group of 2-9 musicians with one player to a part.  So, groups of friends or amateur musicians would get together and play together for a while. The music is subtle and intimate and meant to please. So, it has a light character and it is not too difficult to perform.  (for example a string quartet is a piece written for two violins, viola and cello).

3) Sonata: is a piece written for solo piano or one solo instrument such as a violin or flute with piano accompaniment.
4) The Classical Concerto:  a 3 movement work for soloist and orchestra For example, for violin and orchestra or trumpet and orchestra but the piano concerto for piano and orchestra are the most common.  The order is fast-slow-fast.  The 3rd, dance-like movement is dropped.  Typically lasts 20-45 minutes. The first movement is in Sonata –at the end of the 1st movement, between the Recapitulation and the Coda, there is a Cadenza (which is a section for a long, flashy, improvised, solo by the soloist without the orchestra}.
Classical Forms:  Music during the Classical Period was placed into a structure or a pattern, known as forms (a musical blue-print).  This was to create a sense of balance, logic, symmetry, and elegance to the music. Music needed to be logical as this was the Age of the Enlightenment when rational thought processes and human reasoning replaced faith and spiritual ideals.  Classical forms used themes which helped to create contrasts and blueprints. 

Types of forms (structure/blueprints) of classical music:

1) Sonata Form:-not to be confused with a sonata (which is a piece for solo piano or a solo instrument and piano).  There are 4 parts to this form.  An exposition (where two contrasting themes are exposed or stated), the development (there these two themes are varied and transformed), the Recapitulation (a restatement of the original themes) and a coda (a tail or ending). Used in 1st and 4th movements.
2) Theme and Variation Form:  This is simply when a Theme is stated and repeated over and over again with variations.  For example, melody, rhythm, harmony, accompaniment, dynamics, moods, tone color can all be varied.  Often used for the slower second movements. 

3) Minuet and Trio Form (or Scherzo and Trio) A Minuet is originally a dance mvmt. The minuet began in France as a baroque dance which was a stately, dignified dance in which the dancing couple exchanged curtsies and bows. It is in triple meter (3 beats per measure) and in a moderate tempo. It is in Ternary Form (3 parts).  So, it looks like this: A (Minuet) B (Trio) A (Minuet). The B (Trio) Section contrasts the A (Minuet) section. Always used for the 3rd dance-like movements. 

4) Rondo Form: features a tuneful main theme called the A theme (refrain) which returns several times in alternation with other themes.  So, a common rondo pattern is ABACA.  The main theme is usually lively, pleasing and simple to remember and the listener can easily recognize its return. Often used as the last movement because it is very lively. 
Vocal Genres of the Classical Period:
1) Masses- Beethoven composed one mass, the Solemn Mass (Missa Solemnis).  A mass is a piece of music based on the 5 sections of the Mass for the Catholic Church and is sung/played during the Mass.  The texts for these 5 sections/prayers and are in Latin, the official language of the Catholic Church until the 1960’s.
2) Opera:  Beethoven composed one opera, Fidelio.
· An opera is a drama that is sung to orchestral accompaniment. Opera is secular. It combines a libretto (a text with a plot) with music, acting, poetry, dancing, scenery, and costumes in a theatrical experience producing a lot of excitement and emotion.   
· Operas have set designs that were elaborately painted back-drops with cities, avenues, distant horizons.  Also, used beautiful costumes, and staging machinery that could help characters for flying in the air, or gods descending on clouds or riding across the sky in chariots, ships tossing, boulders splitting.  Machines were also used to create fires, floods, storms, and supernatural effects.   
· Music makes an unlikely plot believable by depicting mood, character and dramatic action. In opera, the music is the drama. Has acts and scenes
· It has been said that no good opera plot is sensible.  Therefore opera characters are people overwhelmed by love, lust, hatred, and revenge. 

· Characters in opera include mythological characters, gods, empresses, dukes, servants, priests, prostitutes, peasants, clowns and cowboys, for example.

· Most operas are in Italian, French or German and a few are in English.  Operas make use of supertitles (a translation of the libretto is projected above the stage).

· Opera is very expensive to perform and expensive to attend and lasts around 3 hours.

