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2. President Herbert Hoover
Applauds Limited Government, 1931

The Federal Government has assumed many new responsibilities since Lincoln’s
time, and will probably assume more in the future when the states and local com-
munities can not alone cure abuse or bear the entire cost of national prograrns, but
there is an essential principle that should be maintained in these matters. I am con-
vinced that where Federal action is essential then in most cases it should limit jes
responsibilities to supplernent the states and local comumunities, and that it should
not assutme the major role or the entire responsibility, in replacement of the states
or local government. To do otherwise threatens the whole foundation of local
government, which is the very basis of self~government.

The moment responsibilities of any community, particularly in economic
and social questions, are shifted from any part of the Nation to Washington,
then that community has subjected itself to a remote bureaucracy with its mini-
mum of understanding and of sympathy. It has lost a large part of its voice and its
control of its own destiny. Under Féderal control the varied conditions of life in
our country are forced into standard molds, with all their Kmitations upon life,
either of the individual or the comumunity. Where people divest themselves of |
local government responsibilities they at once lay the foundation for the destruc-
tion of their liberties.

And buried in this problem lies something even deeper, The whole of our
governmental machinery was devised for the purpose that through ordered
Liberty we give incentive and equality of opportunity to every individual to
zse to that highest achievemnent of which he is capable. At once when govern-
ment is centralized there arises a limitation upon the liberty of the individual
and a restriction of individual opportunity. The true growth of the Nation is
the growth of character in its citizens. The spread of government destroys
initiative and thus destroys character. Character is made in the community as
well as in the individual by assuming responsibilities, not by escape from them.
Carried to its logical extreme, all this shouldering of individual and community
responsibility upon the Government can lead but to the superstate where every
man becomes the servant of the State and real Eberty is lost. Such was not the
government that Lincoln sought to build.

There is an entirely different avenue by which we may both resist this drift
to centralized government and at the same time meet a multitude of problems,

- That is to strengthen in the Nation a sense and an organization of self-help and

cooperation to solve as many problems as possible outside of govermmment. We

. are today passing through a critical test in such a problem arising from the eco-
- nomic depression.

Due to lack of caution in business and to the impact of forces from an out-

- side world, one-half of which is involved in social and political revolution, the

Hetbert Hoover, “Radio Address on Lincoln’s Birthday” (February 12, 1931}, in The State Papers and Other Public

Writings of Ferbert Hoover, collected and edited by Wiliam Starr Myers {Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1934), Vol. 1,
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match of our prospenty has been retarded. We are projected into temporary
unemployment, losses, and hardships. In a Nation rich in resources, many people
n. Our national

were faced with hunget and cold through 1o fault of their OW
resources are not only jal wealth but a spiritual and

materjal supplies and matert

moral wealth In kindliness, i compassion, in @ sense of obligation of neighbor
to neighbor and a realization of responsibility by industry, by business, and the
comumunity for its social security and its social welfare.

The evidence of our ability to solve great problems outside of Govemnment
action and the degree of morat sirength with which we emerge from this period
will be determined by whether the “ndividuals and the local commumnities con-
nue to meet theit responsibilities.

Throughout this depression 1 have insiste
forces through industty, through local governmen
they should meet this crisis by their owi {nitiative, by the 2ssu
own responsibilities. The Federal Government has sought to do its part by
example in the expansion of employment, by affording oredit to drought suf-
ferers for rehabilitation, and by cooperation with the community, and thus to
avoid the opiates of Government charity and stifling of our national spirit of
onutaal self-help.o

We are going through a period when character and
where the very faith that is within us is under test. Our people are meeting this
test. And they are doing more than the immediate task of the day. They are

eir devotion Lo these ideals

maintaining the ideals of our American system. By th
f these times stronger in character, il courage, and in faith.

we shall come out ©

d upon organization of these

¢ and through charity, that
mption of their

courage are on trial, and

3. A Journalist Investigates the Charges
Against the Scottsboro Boys, 1931

The Intemational Labor Defense, which had e
time of the wrial in Scottsboro, and whose atkotney,

nooga, later made investigations of various phases of the case not brought out at
the trdal, claims that when the two girls [Ruby Bates and Victoria Price} were
taken from the train at Paint Rock, they made no charges against the Negroes,
until after they were taken into custody; that their charges were made after they
had found out the spirit of the arme ect the train and catch

d men that came to
the Negroes, and ¢hat they were swept into making their wholesale accusation
against the Negroes by the men who seized the nine Negroes.

There 18 no wWay of proving this conclusively, but from the interview I had
with the two gitls separately several weeks after the tdal, 1 would say that there
is 4 SUrOng possibility of truth in this statement, The talk with Victoria Price;
particularly, convinced me that she was the type who welcomes attention am

publicity at a0y price. The price in this case neant little to her, as she has no

presentatives on the scene at the
George Chamiee, of Chatta-

_10, Obtained from http:.’/mvw.hw,umkc.edu/fa:ulty."
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