[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Type out five "golden nuggets" that get at the main ideas or themes of the text. These will become the base for our class discussion (so bring a typed version to class). 


For each Golden Nugget (5 total nuggets):
1. Start by listing the relevant page numbers for each golden nugget.
2. Write a 3-5 sentence summary of an idea that spoke to you. Make sure that any summaries are in your own words (more than just changing word order). You may start with a short quote, but you will need to expand on that quote with additional sentences in your own words. Often times the best way to summarize involves reading carefully and then closing the book before writing.
3. In an additional couple of paragraphs, interact with the text by adding your own analysis, reactions and questions. Use specific examples and concrete language. Avoid generalizations such as "What the author said about portraits really made me think. I'm inspired to go out and photograph.” See examples below for what I mean about concrete language and specificity.
4. Repeat for a total of 5 nuggets.


To earn full credit, your golden nuggets should be thorough and should display strong writing skills.Here is an example I put together for a different online reading (I made up the page numbers to make it a more relevant example). You will need to create 5 nuggets.

I've added an example of the first nugget below. Your Turnitin assignment should include 5 of these nuggets for a total of at least 1000 words.


















Nugget 1. Responding to page 155


Quote: "Americans have represented the other for political purposes." (p 155)


Summary: U.S. citizens have both demonized and romanticized Native Americans. People tend to romanticize people groups when they no longer perceive a threat. They become nostalgic for an earlier way of life. This is also why so many wilderness movements have started in cities. 


In the second part of this section, the author traces out three examples of urban wilderness movements. She demonstrates that city dwellers can have a major impact on the preservation of watersheds. However, these movements can also have unintended consequences as in the example of the recycling movement.
Analysis:Concerning wilderness: Regionally, I've noticed that many environmental activists are based in Harrisonburg, the urban center of the Rockingham area. The drive to set aside wilderness areas like Shenandoah Mountain often comes from city dwellers who long for recreational and aesthetic retreats. However, this type of preservation can set up conflicts between city-dwellers and rural people. In fact, wealthy urbanites spearheaded the move to evict rural farmers from their land in the area that eventually became Shenandoah National Park. In my senior seminar, I learned that this legacy has left a bitter attitude towards government projects in communities near Elton, Virginia.


 I'd be curious to know if there is also a general political divide in the way Americans portray wilderness. Does is make a difference that urban areas are often blue territories? What kind of environmental issues can help bridge this divide? In Conservation Photo class, we witnessed an example of conservative and liberal groups coming together to fight the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. The issues of property rights and biodiversity energized folks across the political spectrum.

Now continue the process for a total of five nuggets on this first assignment.

Nugget 2. 
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