For this assignment, you are to contact a person that is a working professional in film, radio, television.

Learning Objective: Ability to network and identify professionals in his/her career interest area. Increase knowledge of students’ field of interest and how it may relate to the course, their major, or their interests.

Assignment idea

Identify a professional working in your field of interest and conduct an informational interview with him/her.

Students can locate professionals through professional networking gatherings, from your personal
network, or by searching professional sites such as LinkedIn.  

Interview must be via phone, in-person, or skype. 

Student Introduction

Informational Interviews (or “networking meetings”) can be a great way to expand your professional network and
learn more about a particular career field. For this assignment, find a person working in a position that you would
someday like to have and schedule a time to interview the person.

Develop at least ten questions to ask during the informational interview.

After the informational interview, write a 1 to 2 page (double spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font) essay
reflecting on the experience. Please address the following questions:
 With whom did you meet and why?
 For what organization does this person work, and what is his or her job?
 Describe the interview – what were the main topics that you discussed?
 What did you learn from the interview?
 What steps will you take to follow-up after the interview?

Upload the essay to CANVAS. The Instructor will review each and give points for
answering the questions above.
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INFORMATIONAL INTERVIEW - questions, suggestions

o What aspects of this career field do you like/dislike?

e What is the typical career progression in the field?

e Can you tell me about your career path and how you got where you are?

¢ What are the different entry-level jobs in this career field?

e What background or experience is required or helpful?

e What other organizations or people in the field would you suggest | talk with, and
may | use your name when | contact them?

¢ What would you suggest for someone who is just beginning in the field?

e What do you do on a typical day?

e Are there resource books, articles, online sources, or professional associations that
you would suggest | use?

e What courses might be helpful for me to enhance my chances for employment in the
field?

e What is the salary range at the entry-level and higher levels?

e What is the future of the field in terms of new and expanding opportunities?

e What related fields are available for people with backgrounds such as yours?

e How competitive is the job market? Informational interviewing is a networking
approach which allows you to meet key professionals, gather career information,
investigate career options, get advice on job search techniques and get referrals to
other professionals.




