WEB SOURCE WORKSHEET

NAME: __________________________________________________

When looking for authoritative information, it is important to use research tools and indicators of authority to determine the credibility of sources, and to understand the elements that might temper this credibility.
Your assignment type (eg.: literature review, analytical research, argumentative research, original research, essay/speech) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your research question:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your search string:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Use Google, NOT Google Scholar to find a scholarly website. You are looking for scholarly web content, not journal articles. The web is a good place to look for statistics and certain primary source materials. 
Document title: __________________________________________________________
Website Title:______________________________________________________
Author/s: 									
Date published:_______________
Date you found this source: 							_____
URL:___________________________________________________________________
What steps did you take to determine whether this was a suitable source? (e.g., Google search on author, have prior knowledge of the credibility of author, trust domain, etc.)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Source review
Using the four evaluative categories listed below answer the following questions related to your source: 
I. Context
It is contextual in that the information need may help determine the level of authority required. For instance, finding out what symptoms may occur upon exposure to poison ivy may not require the foremost scientific authority while a literature review on toxicity responses of poison ivy to elevated atmospheric CO2 may.
· How would this source fit your particular information need? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
II. Suitability
· Does the information relate to your topic or answer your research question? In what way/s? _____________________________________________________________
· Who is this source written for (scholars? Professionals? General public?) _____________________________________________________________
· Is the information at an appropriate level (i.e. not too elementary or advanced for your needs)? ________How do know?_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
 III. Origins
· Has the information been reviewed or refereed? (Hint: Is the source peer reviewed?) _________How do you know?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Who is/are the author/s/publisher/s/sponsor/s?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations (please list out advanced degrees by subject matter and granting institutions; or if no author, provide some detailed information about the sponsoring organization)?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? __________________________________________________________________
IV. Purpose
· What is the purpose of the information? (HINT: Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain or persuade?) ______ How do you know?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is the information fact, opinion, or propaganda? __________________________________
· Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional or personal biases? __________If so, how do you know?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

