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Date:    December 15

Grade:   Kindergarten Collaborative/Inclusion Class







Procedure:  See attached lesson plan  

Observation:

     N. gathered the children in the meeting area and reviewed the jobs they needed to do, namely sitting, listening, and watching the teacher.  N. told the children that she would know that they were doing their jobs by watching them.  N. told the students they would retell the “Gingerbread Boy” using pictures that she had prepared for them.  They were to attend to the following:  how the stories are the same and how they are different.   N. then modeled how she thinks about a story and told the children to think about the following elements: the characters, what happens in the story (funny, scary or perhaps happy occurrences), the ending of the story, and any problems that are posed and how they were solved.  

     At this point T. T. took the lead and introduced the concepts of beginning, middle and end to the class and N. wrote these words on a white board.  T. showed the children three pictures and asked them to identify them as the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Once this was accomplished each picture was placed in the appropriate space on the white board.  The children contributed their opinions as to the placement of the pictures and T. echoed each child’s responses for the group.  The children were then asked to tell the story using the pictures as a reference point.  

     N. stepped back in and praised the children for their use of good strategies (the pictures and sounds) to help them sequence the picture cards and told them to give themselves a pat on the back.  N. then presented three new picture cards that represented the “Gingerbread Baby” and facilitated the children in the same process to sequence these cards as they did for the “Gingerbread Boy”.  One child incorrectly identified the beginning picture and N. helped her revise her response and pick out the correct picture.  N. directed the child to clues in the picture that helped her to make the right choice.  During this segment of the lesson, N. consistently asked the children to justify their answers.  

     The students were then presented with another chart labeled “same” and “different’ and were asked to place the pictures from both stories in the appropriate categories.  The children easily placed the pictures and demonstrated their understanding of how the pictures were the same or different between the two stories.

     N. next addressed the group and told them that they had finished her work and it was now time to move to the table work that she had set up for them.  This was accomplished by the children identifying characters from the story using a “Who am I?” format as the teacher presented clues for each animal in the story.  Once all the animals were identified, the children in each group were announced and asked to move to a specific work station.  There were three work stations: picture sequencing, gingerbread cookie decoration, and an opportunity for the children to create their own version of the stories.  N. worked with the group that began the sequencing activity.  At this station the children were directed to cut out smaller versions of the pictures they worked with in the whole group activity and then glue them in sequence to a piece of paper labeled with the words beginning, middle, and end.  N. elicited from the children the procedures for this activity and everyone at the table had a good understanding of the task to be completed.  The children were told that a timer was to be set and when the timer went off they would move on to the next activity.  The children moved through the three activity stations; however; few of the children had the time to complete their work.  N. told the group that their work could be completed later in the day or done for homework by those children who would not be in attendance for the afternoon.  The children seemed to take this in stride and dutifully moved to each new activity at the teacher’s direction.  

    Just prior to the closure segment of the lesson, N. told the children they would be asked to share the story they liked the best and the reason why they made their choice.  This closure activity differed from the activity provided in the lesson plan, which called for the students to recall what they had done and with the teacher’s help to relate each station to the stories.  As N. called on the students, they were articulate in their statements about the stories and appeared to easily share their opinions.  Each child was dismissed to snack after sharing their favorite story and therefore not all of the children had the opportunity to hear each others contributions.  

Features to be Maintained:

· N. did a good job of setting up work expectations for the children prior to introducing the group and station work.  In addition N. stated the lesson objectives for the students and it was clear that all of the children knew what to do and what was expected of them.  
· N. consistently praised the students using clear and specific language for the strategies they employed to complete the tasks presented in the lesson.
· N. used excellent questioning techniques to help students identify the correct pictures for the sequencing portion of the lesson.  She did not give away the answers, but facilitated the children discovering the solutions on their own.
· N. worked well with the two other adults who helped facilitate this lesson.  There was a particularly smooth give and take between N. and T. as they shifted from lead to supporting roles during the presentation of the lesson.
· The follow up letter to parents was an excellent tool for communicating the work done by the children and offered ways for the parents to extend the work presented in school at home.  A website was also offered as a resource for parents.
Features to be Developed:

· In subsequent lessons the use of written vocabulary to identify the ways in which the stories presented were different and the same would enhance the children’s literacy experience.

· There needs to be better organization of the differentiated supports at each station.  For example the use of red lined pictures, to support cutting, was available to some groups but not to others.  Children need to be encouraged to use a variety of materials for creating their own story versions and needs to be more explicitly presented.
· The completion of the station activities appeared to be restricted by time and that should be reflected upon for future lessons.  I suggest that even though all the children wanted to have a turn at each activity, the limit of time for each station did not offer the children the opportunity to do their best work.
Post Observation Conference:

N. and I met on December 18, and discussed the lesson.  We agreed that the overall objectives of the lesson were accomplished and that the children enjoyed the activities presented to them.  In our discussion we touched on the aspect of time. The children did not have sufficient time to complete all the station activities.  I suggested that at this point an adjustment might have been made so that each child could complete the station they started.  Admittedly this is not an easy task in the organization of a multi-centered lesson, however I believe it is important to consider this when planning a complex lesson.  

I complimented N. on her ability to work collaboratively with the adults in the room and how easily the adults shifted between their various roles.  Lastly, the children were actively engaged in all aspects of the work presented and worked with enthusiasm and effort.  Clearly this last aspect can only have been accomplished by teachers who work closely and clearly with their students.  N. knows her children well and demonstrated that knowledge during the lesson.
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