1

Assessment of Giftedness
Gayle began taking piano lessons at age 4. By the time she was 10 years old, she was a proficient pianist, had completed in several statewide youth piano competitions, and had recently won the prestigious national Chopin Youth Piano Competition. Gayle has already decided that she wants to be a professional musician.  She is now 12 years old and starting the sixth grade.  Both her parents and her fifth grade teacher would like to see her participate in the middle school’s gifted/talented curriculum program.

In school, Gayle performs well academically. She usually has straight As on her report card and her assignments, although she sometimes forgets to turn in homework.  Gayle passed the initial screening test and was then assessed for identification of giftedness. 
In Gayle’s school, to qualify for the gifted and talented program, students have to meet specific criteria for superior cognitive ability, specific academic ability, creative thinking ability, and visual or performing arts ability as indicated in the table below.  These assessment pieces are set by the district, so other assessments cannot be used as measures for qualification.
	
	Instrument
	Cutoff Scores

	Superior Cognitive Ability
	Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
	Minimum standard score of two standard deviations above the mean, minus the standard error of measurement on the Composite Score and on at least one of the batteries.

	Specific Academic Ability
	Woodcock-Johnson III Tests of Achievement (WJ III ACH)
	Minimum 95% percentile on all the following subtests:

1. Passage Comprehension 

2. Applied Problems 

3. Writing  Samples

	Creative Thinking Ability
	Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students (SRBCSS) 
	Minimum raw score of 32 on the Creativity Scale.

	Visual or Performing Arts Ability
	1. Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students (SRBCSS) 

2. Display of work in art or music
	1. SRBCSS Minimum raw score on one of the following scales: 

a. Art Scale = 53

b. Music Scale = 34

c. Dramatics Scale = 48

2. Evidence of art display or musical performance


The following are Gayle’s test scores on the three measures used to assess for giftedness.  Be sure you understand what the scores for each test represents as you answer the questions for the assignment.
	Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT)

	Batteries and Composite
	Standard Score
	Stanine
	Percentile
	Descriptors

	Verbal
	132
	9
	98
	Very High

	Quantitative
	129
	9
	97
	Very High

	Non-verbal
	126
	8
	96
	Above Average

	COMPOSITE 
	129
	9
	97
	Very High

	Note: SEM = 3, M=100; SD=16

	Woodcock Johnson III Tests of Achievement (WJ III ACH)

	Subtests
	Standard Score
	Percentile
	Descriptor

	Reading
	124
	95
	Superior

	Reading Fluency
	127
	96
	Superior

	Letter-Word Identification
	121
	92
	Superior

	Passage Comprehension
	124
	95
	Superior

	Oral Language 
	120
	91
	High Average

	Story Recall
	121
	92
	Superior

	Understanding Directions
	119
	90
	High Average

	Written Language
	124
	95
	High Average

	Spelling
	120
	91
	High Average

	Writing Fluency
	125
	95
	Superior

	Writing Samples
	128
	97
	Superior

	Mathematics
	120
	91
	Superior

	Calculation 
	118
	90
	High Average

	Math Fluency
	121
	92
	Superior

	Applied Problems
	121
	92
	High Average

	Note: M=100; SD=15


	Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students (SRBCSS)

	Scales
	Raw Score
	Percentile

	Artistic
	48
	85

	Communication expressive
	42
	75

	Communication precision
	37
	64

	Creativity
	55
	95

	Dramatics
	50
	65

	Leadership
	37
	58

	Learning
	58
	90

	Mathematics
	58
	93

	Motivation
	50
	95

	Musical
	52
	98

	Planning
	45
	60

	Reading
	52
	95

	Science
	35
	75

	Technology
	30
	79


1. How would you describe Gayle’s overall level of intelligence based on the CogAT scores? 5 points
2. How would you describe her overall level of achievement based on her scores on the WJ III ACH? (using her standard scores and percentile rankings as part of your explanation).  5 points
3. How would you interpret the comparison of Gayle’s CogAT scores to her WJ III ACH scores? (how do her strengths in one complement her strengths in the other?) 5 points
4. How would you interpret Gayle’s scores SRBCSS on the Creativity and Musical subtests? (use the percentile rankings to indicate where her strengths and weaknesses lie). 5 points
5. Based on Gayle’s scores, she is not accepted into the gifted and talented program. Why was she not accepted? 5 points
6. Write a letter to the Gifted Program Administrator appealing this decision. In your letter, make sure you reference all the relevant assessment about Gayle, including her academic grades, scores on the assessment instruments (e.g., WJ III ACH, CogAT, and the relevant SRBCSS subtest scores) as well as any other evidence related to evidence related to creative, artistic, or music ability.  10 points
