Week 2: Summary and Planning Ahead
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Summary
As we have learned in this lesson, the role of the APN has developed over time and will continue to evolve in response to a complex, ever-changing healthcare system. A number of regulations and professional standards influence advanced practice nursing. As a future NP, you should familiarize yourself with scope and standards of practice in your state, the NONPF NP Core Competencies (2011), and the HRSA NP Primary Care Competencies in Specialty Areas (2002). You should also be aware of the direction in which advanced practice nursing is headed. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (2004) has recommended that the practice doctorate (DNP) be the required degree for entry into NP APRN practice. 

Key Points
· The APN role is evolving.
· There are 4 different Advanced Practice Nurse roles: CNP, CNS, CNM, CRNA
· CNP practice is determined by the state's licensing agency
· It is vital that all NPs become familiar with NP competencies and state practice regulations
Planning Ahead
Next week, we will turn our attention to caring concepts and reflective practices in nursing. We will explore ideas related to person-centered holistic care, reflective practices, and cultural competence.
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