Discussion Question Example

Tanja Modleski, in “Loving with a Vengeance: Mass Produced Romances for Women,” argues that romances help keep women in their place and explains male brutality to the woman reader in a way in which the reader can always interpret the hero’s actions as the result of his increasingly intense love for the heroine. The hero’s hostility comes from his inability to admit how much his passions are aroused by the woman, while male brutality is a sign not of contempt, but love. Meanwhile, the heroine must be innocent, naïve, so as not to be the kind of woman the hero has typically met in the past. She must not even understand sex. In “Where Do The Mermaids Stand? Voice and Body in The Little Mermaid,” Laura Sells argues that Disney’s animated films teach children the roles that males and females should play. Females should be passive and wait for a man to rescue her. For example, in the story of Snow White, she has to wait for a man to save her. I tend to agree with Modleski’s conclusion that romances subvert a woman’s strengths and make her weak in a number of ways. Do romance novels produce the same ideas as children’s fairy tales do? Following from this, do you think that romance novels and fairy tales (such as Disney’s) encourage women to accept a disempowered role in society instead of helping them to think about issues of equality and how popular representations play a role in creating inequality?
Now, see the structure of the discussion question:
[First, the premise for the question, from the reading] Tanja Modleski, in “Loving with a Vengeance: Mass Produced Romances for Women,” argues that romances help keep women in their place and explains male brutality to the woman reader in a way in which the reader can always interpret the hero’s actions as the result of his increasingly intense love for the heroine. The hero’s hostility comes from his inability to admit how much his passions are aroused by the woman, while male brutality is a sign not of contempt, but love. Meanwhile, the heroine must be innocent, naïve, so as not to be the kind of woman the hero has typically met in the past. She must not even understand sex. In “Where Do The Mermaids Stand? Voice and Body in The Little Mermaid,” Laura Sells argues that Disney’s animated films teach children the roles that males and females should play. Females should be passive and wait for a man to rescue her. For example, in the story of Snow White, she has to wait for a man to save her. [Second, comments and questions following from the readings] I tend to agree with Modleski’s conclusion that romances often subvert a woman’s strengths and make her weak in a number of ways. Do romance novels produce the same ideas as children’s fairy tales do? Following from this, do you think that romance novels and fairy tales (such as Disney’s) encourage women to accept a disempowered role in society instead of helping them to think about issues of equality and how popular representations play a role in creating inequality?

