CMN 656: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION AND RHETORIC
Instructor: 
Professor Lawrence Prelli

Office: 
125 Horton Social Science Center 

Phone:

862-3034; email: Lawrence.prelli@unh.edu 
Office Hours:
Monday and Wednesday, 11:00-12:00, 3:30-4:30, and by appointment

Course Description and Objectives 

Students learn to conduct analyses of public discourses about environmental problems using concepts of rhetoric and communication. Those analyses involve disclosing alternative perspectives toward those problems, how those perspectives frame issues, and the ways those framings constrain audience response to environmental problems. Students work together on a semester-long case study in which they analyze, evaluate, and respond to a discourse about an important nation-wide, if not international,  environmental problem as it is manifested locally in a nearby seacoast area town.
Prereq: CMN 455, 456, and 457 with C or better and a C- or better in two 500-level CMN courses with different 400-level prerequisites. Permission is required for any exceptions to these prerequisites. Environmental Communication and Rhetoric is a writing intensive course.
Required Readings 

Robert Cox and Phaedra C. Pezzullo, Environmental Communication and the Public Sphere, 5th ed. (Los Angeles, CA: Sage, 2016). (Available at Durham Book Exchange.)
myCourses: Full-text versions of other course readings are available at our course website.
Course Requirements
Individual Observation Papers: Each student is required to submit two individual observation papers. You will have four opportunities to submit these papers. An individual observation paper is a 3-4 page paper that uses a course concept to analyze an instance of communication about an environmental issue. (If you want, you can write three papers and I will drop the lowest of the three grades.) Your analysis should include (1) a brief description of the communicative text, event, or action in its original context (e.g., What it is? Who enacted it? Where did you encounter it? When did it happen?); (2) a clear exposition of the concept or concepts that you are using to guide your analysis, making direct quotation from relevant sources in support; (3) your analysis of the communication in terms of how well your selected concept or concepts disclose the communication’s influence (or failure to influence) those who become audience to it or those involved with it (including you if relevant); and (4) your conclusions about what you learned about environmental communication from the analysis. If possible, provide a copy of the communication. Each Individual Observation Paper is worth 15% for a total of 30% of your final grade.
Reading Quizzes: The assigned reading is important because it acquaints you with ideas and practices related to environmental communication. For that reason, there will be four quizzes consisting of twenty multiple-choice or true-false questions on concepts from readings and related classroom applications. The quizzes will take the first thirty minutes of the eighty-minute class period. I will solicit your input on ideas, documents, persons or groups that you think are especially important to know as a practitioner of environmental communication. I will drop your lowest score if and only if you take all four quizzes and do not earn less than a 12/20 or 60% on the last quiz administered during finals week. Otherwise, all four quizzes will be averaged for your overall quiz grade, including zeros for missed quizzes. Each quiz will count for 5% of your grade for a total of 15%. 
Environmental Communication Group Project: The purpose of this group project (3-4 students) is to select an environmental problem in a seacoast area town and conduct an analysis of communication about that problem. Your group will be engaging with real problems experienced by real people from a communicative perspective. The final project will yield 45% of your final grade, distributed as follows:


Group Observations: Your group project involves analysis of communication on 
an environmental issue. The group observations are designed to help you identify
relevant communication for analysis. You will complete three group observations 
related to your group project. The three group observations are incorporated 
respectively in the three term project reports (TPRs) and, thus, are considered part 
of the group grades for those three reports.


Term Project Reports: The purpose of the three 3-5 page group term project 
reports (TPRs) is to allow you to write your final paper in increments that include 
central concepts of communication analysis that help you answer questions 
necessary for writing a good to excellent final project paper. These papers are 
group productions and must incorporate group observations. The reports are each 
worth 10% of your final grade, for a total of 30% of your final grade.

The Final Term Project: Your final task is to integrate your previous work with
additional inquiry and study as needed to produce an incisive analysis of 
environmental communication, complete with recommendations for maintaining 
or improving communication about the problem. Your group will produce a 10-
12 page, double-spaced, well-documented paper, plus appendices. One of those 
appendices will contain the group’s use of the analytical results EITHER to
(1) formulate an advocacy position on the problem that you studied OR (2) assess 
the rhetorical ecology of the public spheres where communication took place in 
terms of whether they enabled or restricted communication about the problem. 
The final project report is worth 10% of your final grade. 

Individual work on the project: Based on peer evaluations and my observations, 
you will earn an individual grade on your group work. This is worth 5% of your 
final grade.
Participation: This class requires thoughtful student participation. The seminar format requires that students are prepared, ready, and willing to participate. Unlike more general lecture and discussion formats, we cannot earn the benefits of a seminar format without meeting those requirements. That means you are expected to complete all assigned readings and activities before class and to come to class ready to explore ideas in an informed fashion. Much as a collaborative spirit is needed for effective group work, so too is that spirit necessary for the seminar as a whole. The seminar is the place to discuss issues encountered in conducting our individual and group work so that we can learn from one another’s experiences. Participation will amount to 10% of your final grade.
Class Policy Notes:
1.
Absences and Attendance Policy: To ensure your confidentiality all “excused” 
absences require a letter from the Associate Academic Dean of your college that 
confirms your excuse request is based upon documented evidence of non-
academic circumstances beyond your control. The dean will notify all of your 
professors and instructors in writing, asking them to decide whether to grant an 
excused absence based upon that confirmation. Be advised that leaving early or 
returning late for extended vacations, giving priority to work schedules over class 
schedules, and appointments with doctors, dentists, auto mechanics, or anyone 
else during class meeting times will not be considered sufficient reasons for an 
excused absence. The only exception to this policy is for athletes who must travel 
with their teams for meets or games. The athletics department will furnish athletes 
with schedule information for your instructors’ consideration. Practices are not 
excused. Otherwise, there are no exceptions to this policy. Please do no email me 
or ask me directly to grant an excused absence for any other reason. See section 
4.13 of the 2019-2020 Student Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities at Student 
Rights, Rules and Responsibilities Academic Policies, 04-Attendence and Class 
Requirements.

If you miss class more than twice for any reason, excused or unexcused, I will 
reduce your final grade unless asked to consider otherwise in a letter from your 
college dean. Starting with the third absence your final grade will be reduced 
one grade level. Thus, a B becomes a B- with three absences, a C+ with four 
absences, and so on. With six absences – fully three weeks of the course -- I will 
notify the Associate Academic Dean of your college and request your removal 
from the course for unsatisfactory class participation (see section 4.15 of Student 
Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities). 


Use absences when you really need them and you should have no difficulty 
meeting your responsibilities 
under this attendance policy. If you anticipate 
difficulties getting to class, or you allow others to make decisions about your 
schedule for you, or you have trouble meeting your academic responsibilities, this 
is not the right course for you. I will enforce this attendance policy. 

2.
Classroom decorum: Appropriate conduct in a university classroom is similar to that of other professional meetings. It is not appropriate to talk to your neighbors while another person has the floor. It is not appropriate to look at your phone during class meetings. It is not appropriate to come late or leave early repeatedly. It is not appropriate to wander in and out of the classroom after the class begins. All of these behaviors are disrespectful and disruptive; they frustrate our collective efforts to realize the specific goal of the course: to learn about environmental communication and rhetoric. Responsible behavior is easy. Show respect for others when they are communicating, as you would want others to show respect for you are communicating. 

3.
Class cancellations: If the university cancels a class due to weather events or some other emergency I will issue an announcement about needed schedule revisions or any other necessary matters.
4.
Written work: All written work should be double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides, using Times New Roman and 12 point font. Be sure to exercise care when you write papers for this or any other class. Whenever you submit a piece of writing you put your credibility on the line with the people who read it. College educated people – and especially communication majors – are expected to write well. Don’t violate that very reasonable expectation. Writing “counts” in life; it is not merely an “academic” exercise. 


Good writing takes effort. You can improve your writing by addressing common 
writing problems and using some tips for resolving them. I recommend that you 
visit the UNH Connors Writing Center at https://www.unh.edu/writing/resources. 
Get familiar with the site. For practice, go to the heading “Handouts” under 
“Elements of Writing” and skim through some of the useful handouts on writing 
issues such as “Cutting Clutter,” “Topic Sentences,” and “Using Quotes.” Also 
look at the heading “Grammar and Usage.” All of the items under that heading are 
also useful. Skim through those handouts to acquire an overview of typical 
grammatical errors. I recommend that you set up a personal file of handouts that 
you think will prove useful based on your experience as a writer.

5.
Academic honesty: Cheating in any form will be punished to the full extent allowed by University procedures and regulations as specified in 2019-2020 Student Rights, Rules, and Responsibilities. See http://www.unh.edu/student-life/academic-honesty-policy. For a useful tutorial on plagiarism see Tutorial on Plagiarism.
6.
Office meetings: Office hours are designated times when I am available to you outside of class. You are welcome to visit me during those hours to talk about ideas, discuss any course matters, or simply to get acquainted. Please do your best whenever possible to visit during office hours. Special appointments are fine and you should feel free to make them when in need, but please use the office hours when not in need. That said, if you pass my office and see my door open, you can ask me if I am available to meet with you. If I am, I will do so; if not, we go back to the first two options. Please do not disturb if my office door is closed unless there is an emergency.

7.
Email communication: Email is a good mode of communication for conveying or securing simple, preferably brief information. It is not so good for addressing complicated matters that require back-and-forth communication. That requires a face-to-face office meeting. Feel free to email me about basic, relatively simple stuff that requires yes or no answers or one or two sentences in response. Otherwise, I will reply with a request that you visit with me to address the matter. 

8.
No late papers or assignments are accepted. You will get at least partial credit if you address an assignment seriously and meet assignment deadlines. If you don’t meet assignment deadlines you will get zero credit. On the other hand, early papers are always welcome.

9.
Incompletes: Deferred grades are rarely granted. If you anticipate difficulty completing the course, you should see me as soon as the difficulty is apparent to you, and get final approval from me. 

10.
Course schedule: I will try to keep to the schedule below but that is not always possible. I will inform you about any necessary changes as early as possible. 
CMN 656: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION AND RHETORIC
CLASS SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE)

(D=Discussion; T=Topic; R=Reading; A=Assignment; CS = Case Study; TBA=To Be Announced)
W 1/22 Period 1
T:
Studying and Practicing Environmental Communication



R:
Cox & Pezzullo, Intro and ch. 1

Statement to Remain in Course due 1/27
M 1/27 Period 2
T:
Communicating For/About the Environment




D:
Project topics




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 2



A:
Bring “Close Call Transcript” to period 3; available at




https://billmoyers.com/content/nuclear-plant-safety-doris-lessing/ 
Term Project Group Name and Members due 1/29
W 1/29 Period 3
T:
The Rhetoric of Public Problems



R:
Hauser, “Public Judgment” (pp. 75-83) (available from instructor); Hauser, “Constituent Elements of Rhetorical Situations” and  “Life Cycles and Fitting Responses” (pp. 47-58) (available from instructor); and Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 3 (pp. 54-55);



CS:
Davis Besse Nuclear Power Plant Controversy 
Term Project Topic and Town Due 2/03
M 2/03
Period 4
T:
Public Judgment and Public Engagement



R:
Hauser, “Public Judgment” (pp. 83-94); Cox & Pezzullo,




ch. 12



CS
Davis Besse cont. (if necessary)







A:
Start group observation 1 for Term Project Report #1 




(bring to class for discussion on period 7) 

W 2/05 Period 5
T: 
Scientists, Technology, and Environmental Controversies




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 6; Roser-Renouf, et al., “Engaging Diverse Audiences With Climate Change: Message Strategies for Global Warmings Six Americas,” at




http://climatechangecommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/December-2014-Engaging-Diverse-Audiences-with-Climate-Change-Message-Strategies-for-Global-Warmings-Six-Americas.pdf 




CS:
Communicating Climate Change



A:
View “Climate of Doubt” at 





https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/climate-of-doubt/  
M 2/10
Period 6 
T:
Communicating climate change




R:
Union of Concerned Scientists, “The Disinformation





Playbook,” at





https://www.ucsusa.org/our-work/center-science-and-democracy/disinformation-playbook#.XEdJry2ZPGI 




CS:
Communicating climate change cont.




A:
Identify three concepts that you think should appear on reading quiz 1 for discussion on period 7. These lists will be collected.
Group Observation 1 due for discussion on period 7, 2/12
W 2/12 Period 7 
D:
Group observation 1; Reading Quiz #1 concepts
Reading Quiz #1 on Period 8 on Cox & Pezzullo, chs 1 and 2; Hauser “Public Judgment” (pp. 73-94) and Rhetorical Situations (pp. 47-58), Cox & Pezzullo chapter 3 (pp. 54-55); chapters 6 and 12 
M 2/17
Period 8
T:
Quiz #1; Terministic screens and naming



R:
K. Burke, “Terministic Screens” (partial), on myCourses
Term Project Report #1 due period 9, 2/19
W 2/19 Period 9
T:
Symbolic Constructions of Environment




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 3; Heiss, “A ‘Naturally Sweet’ 





Definition,” Moore, “Constructing Irreconcilable Conflict: 




The Function of the Synecdoche in the Spotted Owl 




Controversy,” on myCourses



A:
Start group observation 2 for Term Project Report 2 (bring 






to class for discussion on period 13)
Individual Observation #1 due period 10 2/24
M 2/24 Period 10
T:
Identification




R:
Hauser, “Acting with Language,” 213-15, and Milstein, 




“Nature Identification: The Power of Pointing and 





Naming,” on myCourses



CS:
Parker, “The Killing of Zoo Animals” on myCourses
W 2/26 Period 11
T:
Visualizing the Environment



CS:
“The Killing of Zoo Animals,” cont. (if necessary)




R:
Cox and Pezzullo, ch. 4; DeLuca and Demo, “Imaging 




Nature” on myCourses
M 3/02 Period 12
T:
News Media and Environmental Journalism



R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch 5; Hopke, “Water Gives Life: Framing an Environmental Justice Movement in the Mainstream and Alternative Salvadoran Press,” on myCourses.



A:
Identify three concepts that you think should appear on reading quiz 2 for discussion on period 13. These lists will be collected.
Group Observation 2 due for discussion on period 13, 3/04
W 3/04 Period 13 
D:
Group observation 2; Reading Quiz #2 Concepts
Individual Observation #2 due period 14, 3/16
Reading Quiz #2 on Period 14 on Cox & Pezzullo chap. 3, Burke, Heiss, Moore; Hauser (213-215), Milstein; Cox and Pezzullo, ch. 4, DeLuca and Demo; Cox & Pezzullo, ch 5, Hopke 
***Spring Break***

M 3/16 Period 14 
T: 
Quiz #2; Intro to Dramatism




R:
Hauser, “Acting with Language,” 201-209 on myCourses
W 3/18 Period 15 
T:
Dramatism cont.: The Pentad



R:
Hauser, “Acting with Language” (209-218) and Peterson, 




“The Meek Shall Inherit the Mountains” on myCourses  



CS:
TBA

Term Project Report #2 due period 16, 3/23
M 3/23 Period 16 
T:
Dramatism Cont.; Identification Revisited and Cluster 




Analysis



R:
Spoel and Den Hoed, “Rhetorical Constructions of 





Community,” and Prelli and Winters, “Rhetorical Features 




of Green Evangelicalism,” on myCourses



CS:
TBA





A:
Start group observation 3 for group project report #3; due 




for discussion on period 20
W 3/25 Period 17
T: 
Environmental Risk Communication: Technical and 




Cultural Approaches




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 7; Waddell, “Saving the Great Lakes: Public Participation in Environmental Policy” on myCourses 
M 3/30 Period 18 
T: 
Sustainability and the “Greening” of Campuses and Corporations




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 8; UNH Earns Highest Sustainability Rating at https://www.aashe.org/news/unh-earns-stars-platinum/ 
W 4/01 Period 19 
T:
Advocacy Campaigns



R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 9; 



A:
Identify three concepts that you think should appear on 




reading quiz 2 for discussion on period 20. These lists will 




be collected
Group Observation 3 due for discussion on period 20, 4/6
M 4/6 Period 20 
D:
Group observation 3; quiz #3 concepts 
Reading quiz #3 on period 21 on Hauser, “Acting with Language,” Peterson, Prelli and Winters, Spoel and Den Hoed; Cox & Pezzullo, chap 7, Waddell; Cox & Pezzullo, chaps 8 and 9. 

W 4/8 Period 21 
T:
Quiz #3; Protest actions



R:
DeLuca, “Unruly Arguments: The Body Rhetoric of Earth First, Act Up, and Queer Nation,” on myCourses 

Term Project Report #3 due period 22, 4/13
M 4/13 Period 22 
T:
Digital Media and Environmental Activism




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 10



CS:
Framing Advocacy Positions
Individual Observation #3 due period 23, 4/15
W 4/15 Period 23
D:
Evaluating Environmental Communication



R:
Hauser, “Public Judgment” (pp. 87-94); Peterson and Horton, “Rooted in the Soil: How Understanding the Perspective of Landowners Can Enhance the Management of Environmental Disputes,” on myCourses 



CS:
Assessing Rhetorical Ecologies



A:
Start work on final project analysis; develop central thesis 
or question for discussion on period 24.
Project Question or Thesis due period 24, 4/20
M 4/20 Period 24 
T:
Managing Conflict




D:
Project questions and theses




R: 
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 13; Prelli, "Topical Analysis and The Problem of Judgment in Environmental Disputes: The Case of Sustainable Forestry in New Hampshire," on myCourses. 

W 4/22 Period 25 
T:
Environmental Justice and Climate Justice Movements




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 11
M 4/27 Period 26
T: 
Citizen’s (and Nature’s) Standing




R:
Cox & Pezzullo, ch. 14




A:
Identify three concepts that you think should appear on reading quiz 4 for discussion on period 27. These lists will be collected. 
W 4/29 Period 27
D:
Quiz # 4 concepts; project presentation preparation
Individual Observation #4 due period 28, 5/04
M 5/04 Period 28
D:
Project Presentations and Course Wrap Up
Final Projects Due Friday May 8, by 5:00pm to me via email Word attachment

Reading Quiz #4 Friday, May 8, 1:00 in Horton 115
Quiz #4 will cover Deluca; Hauser (pp. 87-94); Prelli;
Cox and Pezzullo: 9, 10, 11, 13, 14
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 myCourses readings

Gerard A. Hauser, “Public Judgment,” in Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, 2nd ed. (Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 2002), 75-98.
_____. “Constituent Elements of Rhetorical Situations,” in Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, 2nd ed. (Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 2002), 47-51.

_____. “Life Cycles and Fitting Responses.” in Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, 2nd ed. (Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 2002), 51-58. 
Roser-Renouf, et al., “Engaging Diverse Audiences With Climate Change: Message Strategies for Global Warmings Six Americas,” at http://climatechangecommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/December-2014-Engaging-Diverse-Audiences-with-Climate-Change-Message-Strategies-for-Global-Warmings-Six-Americas.pdf  
Kenneth Burke, “Terministic Screens” (partial), in Language as Symbolic Action (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1966), 44-47 (partial).
Sarah N. Heiss, “A ‘Naturally Sweet’ Definition: An Analysis of the Sugar Association’s Definition of the Natural as a Terministic Screen,” Health Communication 30 (2015), 536-544.

Mark P. Moore, “Constructing the Irreconcilable Conflict: The Function of Synecdoche in the Spotted Owl Controversy,” Communication Monographs 60 (September, 1993), 258-274.
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Terna Milstein, “Nature Identification: The Power of Pointing and Naming,” Environmental Communication 5/1 (March 2011), 3-24.
Ian Parker, “The Culling,” The New Yorker (January 16, 2017).
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Jill E. Hopke, “Water Gives Life: Framing an Environmental Justice Movement in the Mainstream and Alternative Salvadoran Press,” Environmental Communication 6/3 (September 2012), 365-382.

Gerard A. Hauser, “Acting with Language,” in Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, 2nd ed. (Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 2002), 201-218,
Tarla Rai Peterson, “The Meek Shall Inherit the Mountains: A Dramatistic Criticism of Grand Teton National Park’s Interpretive Program,” Central States Speech Journal (renamed Communication Studies) 39/2 (Summer 1988), 121-133.
Philippa Spoel and Rebecca C. Den Hoed, “Place and People: Rhetorical Constructions of ‘Community’ in a Canadian Environmental Risk Assessment,” Environmental Communication 8/3 (2014), 267-285.

Craig Waddell, “Saving the Great Lakes: Public Participation in Environmental Policy,” in Carl G. Herndl and Stuart C. Brown, Green Culture: Environmental Rhetoric in Contemporary America (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1996), 141-165. 

Kevin Michael DeLuca, Unruly Arguments: “The Body Rhetoric of Earth First!, Act Up, and Queer Nation,” Argumentation and Advocacy 36 (Summer 1999), 9-21.

Tarla Rai Peterson and Cristi Choat Horton, “Rooted in the Soil: How Understanding the Perspectives of Landowners Can Enhance The Management of Environmental Disputes,” Quarterly Journal of Speech 81/2 (1995), 139-166. 

Lawrence J. Prelli, "Topical Analysis and The Problem of Judgment in Environmental Disputes: The Case of Sustainable Forestry in New Hampshire." In Tarla Rai Peterson, ed., Green Talk in the White House: The Rhetorical Presidency Encounters Ecology (College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press, 2004), 233-57.
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