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	Comment by Maureen Oates: Title of the paper needs to be centered on the first line of the body of the paper. 
Title
Anindividual’s choice to engage in doctoral studies requires that the individual is prepared to delve into an advanced level of studies that requires plenty of focus and determination. It is imperative to understand that the enrollment and engagement into a doctoral program is comprised of both the consumption of knowledge and the acquisition of knowledge. Through conducting the Annotated Bibliography as well as the Synthesis Worksheet, themes emerged from the three articles that were chosen.When conducting research, especially Qualitative Research, it is imperative that the researcher takes the time to identify emerging themes during the data analyzation process. The three articles that were initially chosen were focused on the topic of success in a doctoral program and the steps that a doctoral candidate should take to be successful in this setting. The articles that were chosen as the central focus include: The Role of Relationships in the Transition From Doctoral Student to Independent Scholar, (Baker and Pifer, 2011), Conceptualizing Success in Doctoral Education: Perspectives of Faculty in Seven Disciplines: The Review of Higher Education, (Gardner, 2009), and lastly Knowing, Doing, and Becoming: Professional Identity Construction Among Public Affairs Doctoral Students, (Smith and Hatmaker, 2014). As previously stated, each of these articles placed an emphasis on the steps that doctoral candidates should take in order to be successful in a doctoral program. The way success is measured is also presented in these articles, and lastly, the role that faculty members play in the success of a doctoral candidate was discussed in these articles.	Comment by Maureen Oates: Indent the first line of a new paragraph. 	Comment by Maureen Oates: This paragraph is centered but should be left-justified.	Comment by Maureen Oates: Do not discuss the writing process. Focus on the topic and themes of the paper.	Comment by Maureen Oates: Take the idea of “articles” out so that you are focused on the themes.   	Comment by Maureen Oates: Do not introduce the articles in the introduction. Introduce the context of the paper.

In their article, Baker and Pifer (2011), focus on the demonstration of the significance of relationships and interactions as related to developing a professional identity while simultaneously transitioning to independence. Along the same lines, Gardner (2009) delves into the multiple perspectives of success when one takes the time to examine what is success to a student enrolled in a doctoral program. In addition to discussing what success means to different	Comment by Maureen Oates: Use headings to help organize the paper. You will be required to use headings in the dissertation phase as well; mastering them now is an excellent strategy. 	Comment by Maureen Oates: Your arguments should be presented, not those of the authors. Use the citations to indicate that an idea came from the articles. It is likely that many of the citations will include more than one resource because the themes you are writing about are common in several of the articles. 
	Comment by Maureen Oates: Eliminate blank lines.
individuals, Gardner (2009) discusses that only 50% of students actually go on to complete their doctoral program which is what some faculties based their success rates on. Other faculties, as presented by Gardner (2009) make the determination of what constitutes success based upon specific components of the discipline in which the candidate is studying. Lastly, Smith and Hatmaker (2014), one socialization with other professionals is a vital piece in the development of one’s professional identity. Additionally, Smith and Hatmaker (2014) discuss that the doctoral candidate must be able to engage with the faculty in order to be effectively socialized and not simply wait to be invited into specific groups. The common themes that emerged from completing the Synthesis Worksheet for these three articles include: academic success, relationships, and construction of professional identity. This paper will discuss each of these themes and the way that each theme emerged from each individual article. Also, the manner in which these themes connected the articles to one another will also be discussed. It is important for one to understand that the attainment of academic success in doctoral studies requires the development of an effective relationship between the candidate and the faculty as well as the construction of a professional identity by the doctoral candidate.	Comment by Maureen Oates: Synthesis is the infusion of the evidence into your own ideas and often results in multiple resources in one citation. 

As far as the first theme of academic success, Baker and Pifer (2011) ensure to express that for a doctoral education to be considered productive and successful, effective relationships must be established. Once this relationship is established, it is imperative that this relationship facilitates the transition from doctoral student to independent researcher. According to Baker and Pifer(2011), “The transition to any new professional role, including that of doctoral student, requires the acquisition of new skills and competencies, and the development of new relationships while altering existing ones” (p. 6). Through engaging in this transition, the doctoral student is able to adapt to their new identity. Success according to Gardner (2009), as previously mentioned varies depending upon the specific faculty as success may be measured	Comment by Maureen Oates: I recommend not including direct quotes in your writing. You will not be able to use them in dissertation, so now is a good time to begin to develop that skill. 

through completion rates and success may also be measured based upon the discipline in which the student chooses to study. Lastly, from Smith and Hatmaker (2015), success is thought to be a result of socialization in the world of academia. It is argued that an individual need to be properly socialized in order to build an effective professional identity. It is clear that academic success was a concept that was discussed in each of these studies and each of the different researchers presented a different description of what it means to be successful as a doctoral student.

The next theme that emerged through the reviewing of these articles was relationships, and building relationships is a necessary component in any situation in which an individual wants to be successful. Baker and Pifer (2011) placed an emphasis on the necessity of a doctoral student to develop relationships with the faculty in an effort to be successful in the doctoral program and to develop their professional identity. Baker and Pifer (2011) explained, “Participants said that these relationships, and the advice gleaned from them, further highlighted just how critical these relationships were and would continue to be” (p. 14). Gardner (2009) expressed there are of course, diverse perspectives regarding the completion of a doctoral program but also stress that the relationship between the candidate and his or her colleagues and supervisor is an extremely important aspect. It is also discussed that the faculty members must model the proper way to present oneself for the doctoral students to mimic. This would be dependent upon the relationship that is shared between the faculty member and the student. Gardner (2009) wrote, “Moreover, if faculty members expect particular behaviors from students, then faculty members, as mentors and role models for these students, should exhibit these behaviors themselves” (p. 401). Lastly, with regard to relationships, Smith and Hatmaker (2015) expressed the importance of doctoral students being effectively socialized with faculty members as well as other doctoral students. Smith and Hatmaker (2015) pointed out, “Socialization

involves developing the skills and acquiring the knowledge associated with being a member of an organization or profession, as well as adopting the values, norms, and culture of that profession or organization” (p. 546). The theme of relationships emerged as this seems to be an important component when one is enrolled in a doctoral program while simultaneously developing their professional identity. The development and maintenance of relationships in imperative for one that is looking to dive into a world that may be unfamiliar.

The third and final theme that emerged is the construction of a professional identity which was the overall focus of the Annotated Bibliography. Each article discussed how important it is for a doctoral candidate to develop their professional identity and each article discussed that building relationships is a key factor in developing one’s professional identity. Ensuring that professional identities are developed through the fostering of meaningful and effective relationships and that these relationships are maintained throughout the doctoral program and thereafter is key. As presented by Smith and Hatmaker (2014), professional identity is developed through one being socialized effectively. One must build relationships in order to be socialized and this all ties these three articles together.	Comment by Maureen Oates: AB and Synthesis Worksheet are ways to critique articles and identify evidence to support themes. They are exercises of the same information.

In conclusion, the themes that emerged from synthesizing these articles demonstrate that for one to be successful in a doctoral program, an effective relationship must be fostered and maintained for one to be successful while developing his or her professional identity. From the articles, one can conclude that doctoral studies are categorized into two key areas, the consumption of knowledge and the acquisition of knowledge. It is also important that there are stages to the doctoral studies process, and one must accomplish a different set of goals at each stage in order to be successful and develop a professional identity.	Comment by Maureen Oates: Try to develop your conclusions more. Re-introduce the reader to the subject under review.  Then present the reader with a brief summary of the main points you discussed. Add citations to support your conclusions; this will allow for a more academic tone and greater depth to your discussion. 
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	Comment by Maureen Oates: D’shonta,
Thank you for your synthesis paper.  I appreciate the level of work that went into the paper. Overall, your writing lacked control over formatting and composition.   All of your sections could stand to have more refinement in topic and paragraph construction, along with a better grasp of APA formatting.  Please review the issues mentioned in the paper and correct for your week 7 submission.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  
Thanks,
Dr. Oates
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