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Mikhail Gorbachev’s Role in World Peace and the Cold War
Brown, Archie. “Political leadership in the Cold War’s ending: Thatcher and the turn to engagement with the Soviet Union.” British Politics and Policy at LSE, 10 June, 2020. eprints.lse.ac.uk/105503/1/politicsandpolicy_thatcher_end_of_cold.pdf 

This article studies the role of Margaret Thatcher in ending the Cold War. Although its core focus is not on Gorbachev, it highlights crucial aspects of the leader that led to the resolution of the war and the end of the Soviet Union. The author references previous sources on meetings between Thatcher and Gorbachev to present the latter as a self-assured leader who led dialogue and was relatable. The author emphasizes that Gorbachev created a close relationship with both Thatcher and Reagan and it is this triangular relationship that led to the end pf the Cold War. Thatcher played a crucial role in affecting the policies of Gorbachev and the United States relations with Reagan. 
This source was chosen due to its commentary on the character of Gorbachev hence it sheds light on his importance to the end of the Cold War. Although it primarily focuses on Thatcher’s role in the Cold War, the source reveals a lot about Gorbachev’s alliance with the British and American leaders. This article is a blog by a professor of politics at the University of Oxford and it is published under the London School of Economics and Politics. The potential bias in the source is in painting the British leader in favorable light hence distorting some of the facts and details. To counterbalance the potential bias, a source with commentary on Gorbachev’s character by a non-British author will be sought. 
Guriev, Sergei. "Gorbachev versus Deng: A Review of Chris Miller's The Struggle to Save the Soviet Economy." Journal of Economic Literature 57.1 (2019): 120-46. DOI: 10.1257/jel.20171470

This article reviews a recent book on Mikhail Gorbachev’s struggle to save the Soviet Economy. The author highlights the dangers of the command economy with almost full regulation and state ownership. The author argues that Gorbachev learned from Deng Xiaoping, the Chinese leader during the period regarding economic reform and tried to reform his country’s economy. However, the author argues, Gorbachev faced challenges from powerful interests within the Soviet Union to maintain the command economy. The main argument in this article is that Gorbachev’s weak state economy was not due to his lack of ability to learn and implement reforms but rather the strong opposition from parties that benefited from the command economy. 
This article was selected due to its review of economic performance during Gorbachev’s tenure as the Soviet leader. The economic analysis helps reveal the tactics that Gorbachev used to attempt to stabilize the economy of the union. This is a useful source since it helps understand the competing interests in the Soviet Union’s Cold War economy. Discussions in this article will be used to form an informed understanding of Cold War economic policies in the Soviet Union. The source is a peer-reviewed journal article hence little or no bias is sensed. The author’s affiliation is with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, which is a neutral institution. This resource will be crucial in understanding Gorbachev’s economic policies. 
Soejima, Hideki, and Takashi Kida. "Gorbachev: Don’t Give up Hope for World without Nuclear Weapons." Journal for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament (2020): 1-6. DOI: 10.1080/25751654.2020.1769529

This article details an interview carried out with Mikhail Gorbachev for a Japanese newspaper regarding his view on key nuclear weapons agreements. The article is a transcript of the interview with the former Soviet leader and it outlines the leader’s views towards the current arms race and global relations regarding nuclear weapons and world peace. Gorbachev’s involvement in the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) comes across as an overarching factor for his call for a world without nuclear weapons. The Soviet leader claims that a nuclear war would not have any winners but would cause an apocalypse. He stands with the view that Western leaders should lead morally and use their power to negotiate and unite with others rather than repress and intimidate them with their military power. 
This article is a high-quality resource because it presents the direct speech of Gorbachev on the current global situation. Its importance to this project is that it outlines Gorbachev’s philosophy on leadership, conflict, and world peace. He reviews his involvement in the Cold War and hence outlines his guiding principles during the period. The article is published in a peer-reviewed journal hence it presents little or no bias. A potential source of bias is in the translation. However, since the article has undergone the review process, it is expected that the translation is accurate. This article is useful in characterizing Gorbachev in terms of his guiding principles in engaging with other leaders to maintain world peace. 
Talbott, Strobe. “The man who lost an empire.” Brookings Institute, 7 December, 2017. www.brookings.edu/articles/the-man-who-lost-an-empire/

This article is a review of the book by the same title comparing the current regime in Russia with Gorbachev’s efforts to revolutionize the country’s leadership. The author samples aspects of the book including the comparison between Gorbachev’s Soviet Union and Putin’s Russia. The main point made in this article is that Vladimir Putin blames Gorbachev for Russia’s ‘lost glory’ and is currently working to install a return to the great Soviet Union of authoritarianism and command economy. The article paints Gorbachev as a democratic and transformative leader who wanted his country to uphold participative democracy while Putin is an authoritarian leader who views the former as a man who lost the glory of the Soviet Union. 
This source was chosen for the annotated bibliography because it compares Gorbachev with his successors. This comparison aids to analyze Gorbachev’s principles and policies to understand his role in world peace and the Cold War. The source is useful because it allows the readers to understand Vladimir Putin’s philosophy and Russia’s authoritarian rule. This resource was published by the Brookings Institute, a neutral American research group. Therefore, the article presents no obvious biases. However, the reviewer and the publisher are American and could favor policies that align with American ideals hence painting Gorbachev in a positive light and Putin negatively. To counter this bias, the author will qualify the article by checking its background and fact-checking assertions and statements made. 
Zubok, Vladislav. "The Soviet Union and China in the 1980s: Reconciliation and divorce." Cold War History 17.2 (2017): 121-141. DOI: 10.1080/14682745.2017.1315923
This article discusses the relationship between the Soviet Union and China during the 1980s and the role of leaders in reconciliation and apparent divorce. The author argues that China and the Soviet Union were brought together by Communist ideologies but it is within these ideologies that divisions rose. In connection to Gorbachev, the author discusses Gorbachev’s leadership as leading to the criticism of Maoism and subtle racism against the Chinese. The article portrays Gorbachev’s relationship with the Chinese as punctuated by the tensions between Russia and the United States and strained by Gorbachev’s policies to seek international unification and peace with the west. 

This article is useful in analyzing the relationship between China and the Soviet Union during the Cold War period. The article reveals the strained relationship between the two powers and hence can be used to understand Gorbachev’s policies and their impact on leadership. The article was selected because it presents an alternative view of the Cold War from the Sino-Soviet relations point of view as opposed to the conventional U.S-Soviet relations. The article thus provides a diverse view of Gorbachev’s leadership and counter-balances any biases presented earlier about his relationship with the United States. The article’s publication in a peer-reviewed journal and the author’s affiliation with the London School of Economics and Political Science reduce potential biases in the article hence making it a credible source.
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