Demonstrate evidence of critical thinking in your discussions by including scholarly references and citations from the current literature and/or course resources to support statements in your discussion and papers. Be meticulous about APA formatting. 
Strive to use material from scholarly journals, published in the last five (5) years as well as course resources – this is a basic APA requirement. If you require additional resources regarding APA besides the APA information located in the Writing Center, the CAEX 3100/3101 Skills for Academic Integrity for Graduate Students is highly recommended.
Your Discussion posts create an environment conducive to learning for everyone in the course. Advanced knowledge is increased when you add additional information or ask your classmates questions aimed at developing new insights and perspectives in the discussion.  The expectation at Walden University is that all students invest significant time and energy to create high-quality dialogues on each Discussion topic. Meaning…a Peer Response post that does not have sufficient depth and breadth will receive a very low score.
Avoid unprofessional web sites and material for all of your Discussion posts (Main and Peer Responses). General rule - Avoid (.com) web sites as they are not usually scholarly in content. Websites that are (.org and .edu are generally scholarly).
Use the Walden Library to search the databases, as internet search engines typically route you to sites that are not scholarly.
Do not use Wikipedia, Wikileaks, Wikiblog, WebMed, Dr. Oz, Huffington Post, eHow, Medicinenet, Fox News, CNN News, or other news websites.  Usually, news articles are written by journalists who are not medically educated.  Note: Mayo Clinic is not a professional site and is not sophisticated enough for health professionals.  Rather use Mayo Clinic Proceedings instead.
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