PSYC 8202

Survey Research Methods Research Proposal

Final Project Guidelines

The Final Project involves the development of a survey research methods proposal. The purpose of the project is to provide experience in the development of a proposed study that will employ survey research methods, within a full APA style scientific writing context.  
Grading is based on both structure and content. To earn full credit for each section, (a) writing must be clear, well organized, grammatically correct, and written in APA style (6th ed.); and (b) content must fully cover the relevant topic. Point distribution by section is indicated below.

Abstract and Introduction
  40%
Method



  40%

Structure (general writing)
  10%

Structure (APA style)

  10%





Total
100%

Please pay particular attention to the following as you develop and write your proposal:

· The research question(s) should evolve from a clear theoretical-empirical rationale. Thus, the question(s) you propose should reflect a thorough review of the existing research and theory related to your topic, and propose to address currently unanswered questions or insufficiently investigated issues (e.g., as reflected by gaps in existing knowledge). 
· The research method should be appropriate for the research question(s) and include the use of survey research methods and data collection strategies. 
· The rationale for the use of survey research methods and the specific survey research methods design needs to be made explicit. 
· The methodology of the study should be written in sufficient detail to permit replication of the study’s procedures by others, and should include proposed: (a) participants and procedures for selection (sampling); (b) scales to be used including psychometric review; (c) protocol and procedure; (c) data collection techniques; (d) data analyses techniques, driven by theory and hypotheses, and including psychometric-related analyses and; (e) ethical procedures for ensuring protection of research participants.
Please follow the guidelines presented here closely. Failure to include all relevant sections and information will result in loss of points. It is often the case that students are working on thesis or dissertation topics within this course. Students are certainly encouraged to do so, however, submission of your actual thesis/dissertation prospectus or proposal for the Final Project is not acceptable. The proposal must be developed according to the Final Project Guidelines.
The following are the minimum required sections (Level 1 headings in APA style 6th ed.)

The Introduction and Method sections of the Final Project must include:

· Introduction 

· Identification of a specific problem (problem statement and problem sentence)

· Purpose of study

· Background/literature

· Theory (at least two testable theories) that drive the hypotheses and can be used to explain the relationship between the problem and purpose, method and goal of the study, as well as empirical and methodological justification for the variable relationships.

· Hypothesis(es) +Utility statement (generalizability and social change)
· Method

· Participants

· Sampling

· Measures and Materials (full psychometric delineated detail required)

· Protocol/Procedure

· Data Analyses (including psychometric analyses as well as hypotheses testing analytics)

· Ethical Guidelines

The Research Proposal should include the following sections (following standard APA style 6th ed.)

Introduction

Problem, Purpose, Theoretical, Empirical, and Methodological Rationale
This section provides the advanced organizer for your paper and should include a brief discussion of the purpose and rationale for the proposed study. Your study should evolve from a clearly articulated theoretical, empirical, and methodological foundation. Thus, the purpose, questions, and methods should be based on a thorough review of existing theories and research related to your topic. Within the problem statement, a specific problem/issue sentence must be included. 

[Remember that the proposed study should address unanswered or unclear questions or insufficiently investigated issues (e.g., reflecting gaps in existing knowledge). Also, the “gap” is not the problem, it is an outcome of the actual problem.]
This section must include a brief, well-articulated summary of the theory/theories and research that provide the foundation for your study. You must include a theoretical framework using 2-3 testable theories that will drive your hypotheses. Each theory must be presented and reviewed, and the framework justified and defended. In addition, the section should include a brief well-articulated rationale for the use of survey research methods and the specific design you have chosen. 
Review of Literature
This section should include an integrated review of the theories, research findings, and methods relevant to your topic. The section should be written in a critical style (i.e., constructive critique of existing research, theory, methods) and reflect an integration of information across studies. Thus, this section should not consist of ‘summaries’ of individual studies, but should be focused on your interpretation and summarizing of the research across studies. The review should be based primarily on research published in peer-reviewed journals. In addition, discussions of theory should include reference to the original sources (e.g., if you are using Bandura’s social learning theory as your theoretical basis, then you should go the Bandura’s writing on his theory and include these original sources in your paper). 
Research Question(s)

The research question(s) should evolve from the theoretical-empirical and methodological rationale described previously. Thus, the question(s) you propose should address currently unanswered questions or insufficiently investigated issues (e.g., as reflected by gaps in existing knowledge). Questions must be stated in question format.

Hypothesis(es)

The hypotheses should be driven by the theoretical framework, and be a natural, testable extension of the research question(s). Your hypotheses must be testable using operationally-defined reliable and valid measures.

Rationale for Use of Survey Research Methods Design

Near the end of the introduction, you will include a discussion of the rationale for the choice of survey research methods research and specific data collection methods, including a discussion of the specific survey research methods design that you propose to use. This discussion should include relevant citations (e.g., methodology texts and articles). The rationale should address the following questions: (a) Why is survey research methods research appropriate to answer your research questions? (b) Why are you using survey research methods compared to other methods? You need to make a case and justify your survey research methods approach in comparison to other approaches (e.g., in-depth interviews, focus groups, archival data).
Utility Statement
At the end of the introduction, you clearly and parsimoniously state your theoretically-driven hypotheses followed by a utility statement(s). The utility statement is essentially a statement regarding social change and generalizability (e.g., Results from this study will be used to…).

Method

This section describes in detail the proposed methods, including participants, sampling, context(s)/location(s), materials and measures, procedure and protocol, data analyses, and ethical issues. The method section is like the guidebook or set of instructions for conducting your study, and should be described in sufficient detail so that others could replicate the procedures that you propose. The methodology section must include the following subsections:

Context of the Study
Describe the location where you plan to conduct the study, for example, the community or organization where the study will take place. 
Participants/Sample
Whom do you propose to include in your study, that is, your intended sample? For each participant group, describe the sample size; and provide a rationale for number of participants, with appropriate citations. Describe the characteristics (e.g., age, gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, member of particular group) of the participants that are necessary to meet your study requirements—note that this should match those described in the previous research rationale section. 
Measures and Materials

In survey research methods research, ALL items that are included are presented in this section. This is essentially the toolbox, where all of the various scales, items, and often sections are delineated in detail. Of particular importance is the delineated presentation of the psychometric properties of the scales and measures that will be used. You will include reliability and validity statistics, as well as information as to whether the tools have been used and validated on samples similar to yours. You also note whether adaptations have been made and any additional modifications to the existing empirical protocol.

Procedure and Protocol

This section refers to the procedures that will guide the implementation of your study, and should include the following sections. Note that most of these procedures also are included in the IRB application, although in less detail.
Ethical Procedures
This section should include the procedures you will have in place to ensure ethical protection of participants. The content of this section should parallel procedures outlined in the IRB application, including procedures for gaining permission to work within an organization, contacting participants, securing informed consent (include a description of what participants will be told in the consent form), and ensuring protection of the rights of participants (e.g., how you plan to ensure confidentiality, minimize harm, make appropriate referrals, etc.). 
Data Analyses
Describe how you would approach data analysis. This section is driven by your hypotheses. You will list each hypothesis, in order, and also include which specific statistical analysis would be used to test that hypothesis. For example, To test the hypothesis that depression perceived stress and anxiety, and coping scores are predictive of the satisfaction with life score, a standard multiple regression will be performed. 
In addition, you will describe in detail the strategies you will use to interpret your analyses, how you plan to integrate results from the hypotheses into a form related to what you indicated in your utility statement. You will also indicate whether the research questions and hypotheses are expected to be supported, and the relationship to the theoretical framework. 

Dissemination of Findings. This section, the last paragraph of the assignment, should include a description of how you plan to disseminate the findings of the study. Be sure to identify the potential audiences (e.g., professional discipline, local community, policy makers, participants), and the strategies for preparing data for the respective audiences (e.g., newspaper article for local community, journal article for your discipline, academic conference).
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