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Literary Works of the 21st Century
The specific work of art I chose was Christmas in August, a piece of music filmed in 2003. This is the period we are currently living in called the Anno Domini era or Common Era. This era marks the 21st century, and according to the Gregorian calendar, the period began on the 1st of January 2001. This period is characterized by the global economic rise and third-world consumerism, which has increased private enterprise and threats to terrorism. Also, the 21st century has heightened the effects of global warming, which has caused the rise in sea levels. In the 21st century, the history of English literature has become an issue of concern.
Our current environment has presented opportunities as well as challenges to the literature world. Technology has changed, and the markets for entertainment and cultural goods have had a historical shift. Consumer preferences for literature works have evolved living literature works in a precarious place. The position of literature works today is that it is not supported. After the recession, print sales have significantly reduced. Despite some recent positive indicators, print sales have remained significantly below the mark they had during the mid-nineties. Novels these days do not sell enough quantities that can support an author's career. This has led to the falling of prices and volume of literary works to fall, as publishers do not make enough money for the copies they sell. EBooks in the book market have replaced print sales due to advanced technology and access to the internet. EBook formatting has predominated literary fiction and commercial fiction. Advances for most writers have fallen over the past decade. Most literature content is dominated by insider networks, making it difficult for readers to access the literal works. African American Writers and other minority groups continue to face challenges in venturing into literary works.
Although it has not been an easy time for literary fiction, there are some positives in the literature world. Firstly, there has been the emergence of new independent publishers during the 21st century. There has also been a rise in audiobooks, translation rights, film rights, and new crowdsourcing models, which have primarily supported literary fiction. There has been an upsurge in creative writing courses on the internet. This has opened up opportunities for the writer to learn, although this has created competition for authors. We can conclude, however, by agreeing that it has not been an easy time is for literature as its support models are thinly stretched compared to other recent decades.
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